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Editorial 




THE GATES OF HELL 



few days ago, I was woken up to a call 
from the Jazz office saying that London 
Radio wanted me to call them to sec 
if I would like to go on air and discuss 
an article that was published in the 
D aily Mail about how disgusting it 
was that more and more otherwise 'respectable' sports 
personalities seemed to be getting tattoos. 




A few tilings to know up front here: 

1. 1 am not at my best at 9 in the morning 

2. 1 have only ever bought the Daily Mail once in my life 

and that was when they gave the Prince album away 

with rt. I don't recall reading it. 
3. 1 don't know anything about sport other than MMA 

and wrestling - and for my money, tattoos come with 

the territory where they are concerned 
4. What the hell is London Radio? Have Capital 

rebranded? 



So I called up and was given the briefest of briefs - 
including "please don J t swear" {which immediately 
meant that half my vocabulary was missing) - put on hold 
and before I had even pulled the blind up to see if the 
snow had arrived in this comer of the world discovered I 
has an audience of 4 million people... 

Gulp. Imagine if you will, waking up and being asked 
a lot of questions in quick succession by somebody who 
didn't really give a flying one about what you had to 
say anyway. I hope and think I fought the comer well 
- the guys at the office tuned in online and James even 
managed to email me such helpful comments as J ' Can 
you get Alvin Stardust played for me?" 

In hindsight. I guess it must be quite hard to do a 
radio show absolutely live when you don't know if the 
people you called up five minutes ago will participate 
and your whole show is based on whatever happens to 
be in the newspapers that day, but somehow I expected 



more in depth questions than "How many tattoos have 
you got and how much did they cost" but my favourite 
was something like, "Why is this happening to our sports 
people" like it was some kind of disease that was 
sweeping the nation. I don't freaking know do I! Maybe 
they wanted to get one! Much like what clothes they 
decided to put on that morning and whether they would 
have tea 01 coffee with their breakfast, they probably 
decided for themselves much like the rest of us! 

1 did however refrain from saying what, was on the 
tip of my tongue, but. again in hindsight wish I had said: 
"Perhaps a better question to ask would be why our 
professional sports people can't play sports anymore. 
I certainly doubt it's because they got a tattoo and 
is probably more to do with the fact that when you get 
paid seventy gazillion pounds a minute for being average 
at best, what's the point in being hungry for success? 
When you've got that much money to play with, 
what else are you going to spend it on except tattoos, 
prostitutes, drink and cocaine 7 Was nobody in the sports 
world paying attention to what happened in rock n roll 

over the last fifty years?" 

Maybe if he'd kept me on the air a little longer I would 
have slipped it in... 
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Keep up to date 1 with everything tattoo! 

www.bigtattooplanet 




r"%, Ever had problems finding a copy 
of Skin Deep on the newsstand or 

missed an issue forgetting Ihe en 
sale date? 

Visit v^w^kmdeepmuk/ju&task to -download our 
newsagent reservation form. Take the completed form, or a 
copy of it to your local newsagent who will reserve your copy 
of Skin Deep, Some newsagents even offer a home delivery 
making it even easier to ensure you don't miss an issue. 
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06 ... ... FA1LOUT 

08 WALK THIS WAY 

10 SMALLMAN SYNDROME 
66.. IN AT THE DEEP END 

CONVENTION COVERAGE: 

JUST WHEN YOU THINK THE CONVENTION 
SCENE MIGHT SLOW DOWN, WE FIND 

OURSELVES IN BARCELONA (16), DEVON 
(42) AND LAS VEGAS (58) 

ARTIST INTERVIEWS 

22 WHAT KAT DID NEXT 

Surely, of all the features anywhere in the 
world today, this one needs no introduction 
whatsoever! 

30 ADESI6N TOR LIFE 

Tatlooz by Design - a small studio tucked 

away in the heart of Southampton has more 
than its fair share of magic waiting to burst 
out into the open 

36 , THE KING OF BLACK & GREY 

Jose Lopez and his crew at Lowrider Tattoo 
expose all that is great about the style and 

exactly what can be done with it given a little 

time and effort,, 

46 LIFE TURNS ELECTRIC 

Pick is brilliantly known to not work from 
particularly anywhere. We like this about 
him, but not as much as we're Iota 
enamoured with what he can do with his 
art. Ride with us.., 

52 DIVINE RETRIBUTION 

Hiding out at his own Nemesis studio rn 
County Durham lies the supreme talent that is 

John Anderton (who Ihis month has made the 

Ed a very happy man with his inclusion of a 
killer Gene Simmons tat!) 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

1 2 FROM RUSSIA WITH LOVE 

Those pesky Russian tattoos get everywhere! 
We pay a visit to the latest exhibition/book 

release from FUEL. Interesting stuff! 
FREE CALENDAR 

The winning entries from the Skin Deep 
Calendar Girls competition are revealed in all 
their glory! 

CONTRIBUTORS 

RIK VAN BOEKEL, PAULA HARDY KAN GE LOS, 

TRENT AITKEN-SM1TH, LEE GRIFFITHS, 
BARBARA PAVONE, DANIEL PISSONDES, 
SARAH ANGELL, JIM SMALLMAN 
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News fit Reviews 




Seen an interesting clipping in the press? Got 
something that you'd like reviewed or featured? Got some 
spare chocolate or beer? Send them to: Skin Deep, The Old 
School, Higher Kinnerton, Chester CH4 9AJ OR EMAIL: 



editor@skindeep.co.uk 
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SKULLS FOR SALE 



This major piece of graffiti art is currently up for sale 

on ebay. Worth every penny of the asking price too in our 
opinion. If you're interested in seriously bidding on the 
piece - maybe for a forthcoming event or for your studio - 
search for "Graffiti art huge skull backdrop bleach original 

art" and you'll find it sure enough. 







GOLD TATTOOS? 
WHATEVER NEXT? 

A new business in Dubai is offering temporary 24-carat 
gold tattoos as the ideal body adornment for weddings 
and other special occasions at a modest starting price of 
SUS5Q, an affordable option given rising gold prices. 



Precious Skin has two outlets in Dubai - 



at the luxury, 



sail- shaped Burj Al Arab hotel - which will design and apply 
body tattoos made of 99.9 percent gold or platinum to add a 
bit of glitz to your personal style. 

"It's a revolution in the body art business, it's the first time 
we can use 24 carat gold and platinum on skin," said Amaud 
Flambeau, managing director of Flambeau Luxury Trading 
and Precious Skin. 

Originally a Japanese concept, Flambeau thought the 
idea would catch on in the Gulf, where many women have 
temporary henna tattoos applied for weddings and special 
occasions, 

"We have had a lot of interest so far because it's a new 
idea and a new product that's between jewelry, makeup 





and accessories and it's 
a lot easier to make 
the decision to get a 
gold tattoo than buy 
new jewelry/" said 
Flambeau. 
A thin film of gold or 
platinum is us ed to make 
the tattoo which is then 
applied to the skin and can last 
for up to a week, he said. 

"More elaborate and larger designs can cost up to $US5,5G0 
and the idea really is just to have something that is very 
unique and new," Flambeau said. 

"We plan to have a total of 25 branches in Dubai over the 
coming year and by January we will be in Saudi Arabia, 

Qatar and Bahrain. " 

Hmm. The world is going crazy 





RITE S OF 
PASSAGE 

Start packing your suitcases (and 
prepare to sell body parts to cover 
the costs!) as over 150 tattoo artists 

from around the globe will feature In 
next years 1 Rites of Passage Festival. 

A unique opportunity to discover 

both the ancient and urban culture of 
permanent body art, whilst celebrating 
various forms of visual art, music and 

sustainability. 

The ROP crew are aiming to be as 
eco-friendly as possible with this event 



showcasing everything from organic 
locally grown produce to eco-friendly 
tattoo supplies. 100% of the profits made 
from the festival will go towards buying 
agricultural land which will be replanted 
with native rainforests. 

Visitors can look forward to world 
class acts such as Sean Hermanm, Paolo 
Acuna, Trevor McStay, our good friend Jo 
Harrison, Nick Baxter Rachie Brains and 

many others . 

Discover, celebrate, sustain. Rites 
Of Passage Tattoo Convention and 
Arts Festival will be held in the Royal 
Exhibition Centre, Melbourne 28th to 
30th January, 20 11. Tickets through 
www.ritesofpassagefestival.com 




Steve Herring 
and Karen a Lima 
at I Hate lattos 

welcome Akos, a 
12 year veteran 
artist from Hungary. 
A lop all-rounder, 
with a penchant 
for black and grey 
realism. His "time 
served" brings the 
combined working 
lives of these 
contemporary, 
innovative custom 
tattooists, to an 
impressive 40 
years. Now, with 
3 artists, opening 

times are 10am to 
10pm Monday to 
Saturday (mainly 
appointments, 
but walk- ins 
accommodated 
where possible); 
Sundays, 

appointments only. 



Northern Soul 
Tattoo have now 
moved over to 
their new studio 
at 265 East Prescot 
Road, Knotty Ash, 
Liverpool, L14 2DB. 
The new phone 
number is 0151 
345 4285, 
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CUPCAKES 

HEROES 



It's a good cause that's sweeping 
the nation - Cupcakes For Heroes 
that is. Gollean Moss (K2 Body Art 
in Richmond) and Rose Elizabeth 
(ABH Tattooing in Scunthorpe) first 

got together at Spalding Kustom Kultnre Blast Off this year and began 
tattooing cupcakes at £20 a shot in aid of the Help For Heroes charity. So 
successful was the idea that they decided to create their own little part 
of it where they could generate the most cash and so came up with the 

Cupcake Club. 



Assisted by a few great suppliers, the dynamic duo are now set for a run 
of epic proportions throughout 2011 appearing at the following conventions: 
Tattoo Jam, Portsmouth, Manchester, Coventry, Sheffield Hull, Ink & Iron no 

doubt with more to be added. 

For any artists that wish to donate some of their time to the cause and 
help the girls out with tattooing the masses, guard duty is available for your 
workspace - you'll be in good company as this year Lai Hardy, Dan Gold and 
Traci Wilson have all offered their services. 




FIFA 

GRACE 

UNDER 
PRESSURE 




With footballers tattoos almost becoming a genre In theii own right, 
FIFA has met the interest head on by unleashing it's own "Tales From 
The Tattoo Parlour 1 ' page on its official site. 

Superficially covering the stories of the tattooed stars at the top end of 
the spectrum, it makes for interesting reading that's for sure. What would 
make it really work though is if they took the time to interview these guys 
in depth. You can get to the page via this unwiekUy link: www, fifa.com/ 
worldf ootball/ne ws/newsid = 1 34 1 780 .html 




I 




PRINGLE 

SWEATERS 
INKED 

Douglas Gordon, the Turner 
Prize-winning Glasgow artist, has 
designed new clothing for Pringle 
of Scotland ... based on the many 
tattoos that caver his own body, 

Gordon, who is now based in Berlin hut 
keeps a house in Glasgow, has tattoos 
including a design saying "Maryhifl", the 
area of the city where he grew up. Only 
195 copies of the garments will be made. They will go on sale 
in late December or early January for the not inconsiderable 
price of £1095 for the jumper and £155 for the cardigan. 

The design is a step away from the traditional Aigyle 
pattern of the famous knitwear brand, which is now run from 
Hong Kong and London but still outsources some production 
to Scottish mills. 

The tattoo effect was achieved using a new technique 
designed by Clare Waight Keller, the creative director 
of Pringle. 

A mild acidic solution was used on a wool and polyester 
blend, described by the company as a "very unusual method 
of exactly replicating Gordon's many examples of body art. 

Gordon was approached to design the clothing for Pringle 
- his first foray into the fashion world - by Hans-Ulrich Obrist, 
curator of the Serpentine Gallery in London. It is collaborating 
with Pringle on a series of designs by contemporary artists to 
celebrate the label's 195th birthday. 

Gordon said: "I got this call from Hans-Ulrich Obrist at the 
Serpentine Gallery and he says, 'Douglas, you are Scottish, 
what do you think of these Pringle people? r And I said, 
'What do you mean?' And he said, 'If they asked you to do 
something, what would you think of that?' 

"And I said, 'Listen, baby I've done many things in my life, 
but if I don't get to work with them P I win never speak to you 
again. 1 Because I grew up with the Pringle pullover. " 

He added: "When I went for my fitting, I could see the look 
of horror on the designers' faces when they realised what I 
really looked like. 

"My mum tells me to cover up my tattoos with Pringle. But 
rather than cover them up with Pringle, I will use Pringle to 
review myself. " 

Ms Waight Keller said: "It's been refreshing to work with 
people who are not watching the trends each season. My role 
has been to guide them towards the newest developments. n 

Gordon is best known for 24 Hour Psycho, commissioned 
in 1993, which slows down Hitchcock's classic film to last an 

entire day, 















FOXY 
FOXY 



By the time you're reading 

this, Tattoo Vixens will 
have been published and 

should be available in a 
bookstore near you! 

Enough said - lest we 
be pegged as blatant self 
publicists ! We'll let the 
Vixens do the talking for us.. 
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DECEMBER 4-5 

TATTOO CHRISTMAS PARTY 

The Hawthorne Leisure Centre 

Pontypridd, Wales 

www, thewelshta ttooshow. com 



DECEMBER 10-12 
SINGAPORE TATTOO ART & 
CULTURE SHOW 

Formula 1 Pit Building, Singapore 
www. sgtattooart. com 



DECEMBER 29 - 30 

1ST HO HO HO TATTOO SHOW 

Two Mile Inn, Midleton, 
Co. Cork, Ireland 
dBnisd&nnehyl 1 @hotmail. com 
facBbook.com/midleton tattoo show 



2011 



JANUARY 14 -16 
GATHERING OF THE TRIBES 

Borneo Convention Centre, Kuching, 

Sarawak, East Malaysia 

www, tattoocon ven tions, com . my 



JANUARY 15-16 

TATTOO FREEZE 

International Centre, Telford 
www, tattoo6eeze,com 



JANUARY 21 - 23 

SURF W INK INTERNATIONAL 

TATTOO CONVENTION 

Gold Coast Convention Centre, Gold 
Coast, Australia 
Tel: +61 431 455 928 
www, tattoosuifnink com 



JANUARY 28 - 30 

RITES OF PASSAGE TATTOO 

CONVENTION & ARTS FESTIVAL 

Royal Exhibition Centre, Melbourne, 
Australia www.ritesofpassagefestival.Gani 



JANUARY 29 - 30 

BRIGHTON TATTOO CONVENTION 

Brighton Racecourse, Brighton, East 
Sussex, England 
www.bhghtontattoo.CQm 



FEBRUARY 19 -20 

LYON TATTOO CONVENTION 

www.lyontattooconvention.com 
Villeurbanne, France 



MARCH 5-6 

MANCHESTER TATTOO SHOW 

Manchester Central Centre, 
Manchester, 

www. manch estertattooshow r co r uk 
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ur tour of new studios 
opening around the UK 
took us to Milton Keynes 
this issue where we 
found Double 7 Tattoo 
and Piercing finishing 
up their neat shop front paint job: 

Owned and operated by the 
Australian Lars and Amanda Pearson, 
Lars has been tattooing for over 10 
years and is well known for his Black 
and Grey work, musically inspired 
concepts and anything leaning towards 
the dark side. 

Prior to becoming a tattoo artist, 
he was a photographer and has a 
number of Australian tattoo magazine 
covers as part of his portfolio. Lars 
has always had an interest in art and 
has managed to incorporate both 
passions now at Double 7 by offering a 
professional photo shoot for clients who 
wish to have their ink captured by a 
professional lens. Amanda is a qualified 
hair stylist and make-up artist and for 
the past few years has added body 
piercing to her list of passions and has 
begun training as a tattoo artist: 

"We decided to open our own studio 
because we felt we could offer a much 
more personalised service to our clients 
both new and existing, without the 
restraints you can sometimes experience 
when working for someone else. 
Whatever the customers are looking for, 
we offer a warm, friendly environment 
while also giving consistently 
professional advice and service. 





We're hoping to attend a few 
convention's in 201 1 along with our 
good friends from Fool's Gold Tattoo 
Studio in Kent who regularly drop by 
for a bit of Art Fusion fun! Come and 
find us ! 11 



Double 7 Tattoo & Piercing 
77 Newport Road, New Eradwell 
Milton Keynes MK13 OAH 
01908322077 

e: mail : douhleytattoo@gmaiLoom 
Mun-Sat 10am - 7l 



Sunday by appointment only. 



MARCH 12-13 

LICHTENSTEIN TATTOO 
CONVENTION 

Sporryhalle Vaduz, Lichtenstein 
www, tattooS Lli 




MARCH 25 - 27 

KILLIBEGS TATTOO CONVENTION 

Killibegs, Co. Donegal, Ireland 

www. myspace r com/kiilibegstattoo 
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BODY JEWELLERY 



www.bodyjewellery.co.uk 




WHOLESALE BODY JEWELLERY 

SPECIALISTS (SINCE 1997) 





High quality body jewellery 



Catalogue Update j 



^ 8 full pages of 4\ 



• Best prices! 

• Fast and helpful service 

• Free shipping over £100 iukj 

• Next day delivery (ukj 

• Full range of piercing jewellery 



new jewellery! 





lost 



Massive variety of stretching 
jewellery (up to 50mm!) 

Widest range of sizes and 

innovative new body jewellery 





t 



Our full range can be ordered at 
our website: 




info@bodyjewellery.co.uk 



tel: +44 (0)141 576 5250 



fax: +44 (0)141576 5275 





Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts. 
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APRIL 1-3 

COPENHAGEN INK FESTIVAL 

TAP 1, Ny Carlsbergvej 91, 1738 

Copenhagen, Denmark 
www.inkfest. dk 



APRIL 10 

INK & IRON TATTOO CONVENTION 

The Tower, Reservoir Road, Edgbaston, 
Birmingham, B16 9EE r England 
Email : info@inkaridiron.co . uk 



APRIL 16-17 
TATTOO EXTRAVANZA 

South Parade Pier r Portsmouth 
www. tattooextra vaganza . co. uk 



APRIL 16 - 17 

NORTH LAKES TATTOO 

CONVENTION 

Shepherds Inn & Auctioneer, 

Carlisle, Cumbria 

www. northlakestattooshow. com 



MAY 1-2 

NEWPORT TATTOO CONVENTION 

Meport City leisure centre 
www.newportta ttoocoiiveiition.co. uk 
info@n ewpoittattooconvention. co. uk 
ticket office 01633 656757 



MAY 13 - 15 

LIVERPOOL TATTOO CONVENTION 

The Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool, England 
www. ta ttooconvention. co. uk 



MAY 21 - 22 

17TH ALCHEMY TATTOO EXPO 

Salle Polyvalent©, Conthey Switzerland 
Website : www. alchemy-tattoo-expo, eh 



MAY 21 - 22 

12TH INTERNATIONAL 

NEEDLE ART CONVENTION 

Bress Sportcenter 
Breda - The Netherlands 



MAY 28 - 29 

BOURNEMOUTH INK 2011 

www. bournemouth 

tattooconvention.com 

Bournemouth 



JUNE 12 

READING TATTOO SHOW 

Rivermead Leisure Complex, Richfield 
Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8EQ 
wnmw.ieadmgtattoashow. co. uk 
readmgtaUooshow@hQtinail.cQ. uk 
t: 0118 959 0700 



JUNE 18 - 19 
INK FOR HEROES 

Catterick Leisure centre, Gough Road 
Catterick Garrison, North Yorkshire 
www.inkforheroes. co. uk 
inkforheroes @hotmail. co. uk 
t: 07796 936 355 



JUNE 18-19 
12TH ANNUAL 

PORTSMOUTH CONVENTION 

Portsmouth Guildhall 

www.portsmou th tattoocon vention. com 








One man's tragic obsession with the 
sillier side of tattooing.-. 




ello friends . Time for me 
- your friendly comedian 
Jim Smallman - to have 
my monthly rant and 
natter at your gorgeous 
faces. 

I was on stage the other day 
introducing a friend of mine, as is often 
my duty as an MC at gigs, I went 
through my usual routine of whipping the 
crowd into a frenzy (it mainly involves 
making them do animal noises, if I'm 
honest) before politely bringing him onto 
the stage. Not bringing him off onto the 
stage, that's an entirely different kind 
of show. One of the first things he said 
upon grabbing the microphone concerned 
me, and it's a phrase that I've heard 
countless times before: 

"There's Jim, with all his tattoos. He's 
still a lovely bloke though. " 

At first that seems like a nice 
comment between two friends, but 
then analyse it further. He has felt the 
need to stress that I'm a pretty OK kind 
of chap despite the fact that I'm fairly 
well inked up. As you sit here reading 
this over your cornflakes or sandwich 
or steak and kidney pie (I decided to 
cover all the possible mealtimes there) 
you may well be quite tattooed - after 
all, you are reading this esteemed 
publication. You might not be tattooed 
at all and looking for inspiration. One 
thing I can guarantee is that you won't 
bat an eyelid if you see someone who 
has spent time and money under the 
needle. If anything, when I see a pretty political humour. Not very often, I get 




tattooing skills... Or Nick Glegg with "I 
Love David' 1 . Yes, sometimes I can do 



girl with at least one sleeve I tend to 
go beyond batting an eyelid and just 
become a full-blown stalker. 



distracted writing material about cheese 
kittens and wool. 

This month I've got another odd little 



However, what my friend has revealed tattoo, courtesy of my mate Shay at 



is that mainstream society still looks 
at us tattooed folk like we are freaks, 
dangerous mavericks on the fringes of 
society. And we're not - I'm certainly 
not, I know that. I'm a daft comedian 
who revels in having increasingly silly 
things etched into my skin. Even my 



Kasbah in Leicester. I collect trainers, so 
he's inked me an awesome little one on 
my arm . 

And don't forget I want to hear your 

stories of bizarre ink. Contact details are 
below - my favourite this month comes 
from the artist who lovingly created 



most modified chums - people who have it - Cesar De Cesaro from Body Garden 



everything save the insides of their 
eyelids shaded in - are still complete 
sweeties who say please and thank you 
and donate money each week to the 
Dogs Trust. 



Tattoo in Birmingham. I think if we 
look beyond the skill of the design and 
the excellent colours, the best bit is the 
cheeky look on the horny cockroaches 
face. Brilliant. If you can top that, get 



I think what it will take for attitudes to in touch... more nonsense from me next 



change are a few conservative bastions 
of society getting some work done. To 
start with I nominate David Cameron 
gets his throat tattooed - if only so I can 
use him as my first ever "victim" for my 



month. Toodle pip! 

Twitter: @jimsmallmaii 
Website: wwrwjimsmallmaii.com 

Faeebook: www,facebnolE,coni7 
j im$m allniaiiCQmecUai] 
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Fully adjustableTattoo Chair allowing 

complete positioning of your 
clients in comfort Unique lifetime 

guarantee, easy operation full choice 
of accessories and colours. 
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Over the last six years, london based Fuel 
Publishing, have produced and published 
the best-selling Russian Tattoo Encyclopaedia 

series of books* The three publications, showcasing 
Russian criminal tattoos, have not only proved 
popular amongst tattoo enthusiasts but are so 
detailed and informative that film director, David 
Cronenberg, used them as reference for his 2007 
movie Eastern Promise, starring Viggo Mortensen. 




4 



7-4 



AEAO 
AOBAECTM 



BCCCP 

HECTM, 

HCAABbf! 

£/iet4KUU> 

XafibMep-fo 






en the first volume and study the tattoos that surrounded 



of the Russian 
Criminal Tattoo 



Encyclopaedia, 
published in 
2002 s proved 
so successful, 
editors Damon Murray and Stephen 
Sorrell travelled to St- Petersburg to 
meet with Baldaev's widow. It was 
here they discovered that she kept the 
remainder of his drawings in bin bags 
and boxes secreted around her tiny flat. 
Keen to show the images to a wider 
audience, Murray and Sorrell bought all 
the remaining original tattoo drawings 



Baldaev on a daily basis. Following 
his advice, Baldaev would make quick 
sketches and brief notes about the 
tattoos while he was at work and then 
he would then take these roughs home 
to his flat, where he would work on them 
in great detail using pen and ink, often 
late into the night. This not only enabled 
him to make a unique study of the truly 
criminal portion of the prison population 
but his investigations were of value, as 
they were able to tell the authorities the 
history and status of a criminal from the 
images on his body. Here were some 
of Russia's most dangerous criminals 



(around 600 sheets) and put together the and gang members, opening up a very 



second and third volumes in the series. 

During November, Fuel held an 
exhibition in SpitaLfields , to showcase 
120 of the original ink drawings used 
in the series as well as 16 photographic 
prints by Sergei Vasiliev, 

The sketches on show at the 
exhibition, were drawn by Danzig 
Baldaev over a thirty year period 
between 1946 and 1986, while he 
was a prison attendant at Russia's 
biggest prison hi Leningrad - Kresty 
('the Crosses'). It was during his time 
at Kresty that Baldaev was able to 
speak with other guards and prisoners 
to establish an accurate history of the 
inmates and their tattoos. 



private and select world. Unsurprisingly, 
Baldaev had the full support of the KGB. 

Russian criminal tattoos are a 
complex system of symbols that 
represent everything you have ever 
done in your past, so that wearer can 
be read like a book; kind of like a rap 
sheet the police are fond of compiling. 
Not only are the symbols important but 
where they are located is important 
too. New gang members will often get 
a tattoo in the centre of their chest, a 
central and easily identifiable place, 
to show which gang or criminal family 
they were associated with. 

Each tattoo worn was earned, a status 
symbol or a badge of honour, for example, 



It was B aldaev's father, an ethnologist, I if an inmate had a tattoo of a cat and a 



who suggested that his son document 



dagger, one could safely assume that 
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not only was he a thief (the cat) but he 
was also a sex offender (the dagger). An 
odd combination granted but at least 
everyone knew where they stood. A 
church, normally placed on the hand, 
back or chest, would represent prison 
with the number of spires representing 
how many years had been served. 

Of cours e it all gets a little more 
complicated than cats, daggers and 
churches. In fact it gets pretty damn 
complicated! And when your life 
depends on whether you just got those 
skulls on your shoulders because they 
look good, or whether they actually 
mean you are a high ranking officer in 
the Russian Mafia, knowing 
your symbols is important. 
Especially considering that 
getting tattoos that you 
didn't deserve ran you the 
risk of getting them forcibly 
removed with a scalpel, or 
burnt off with a solution of 
magnesium powder. Puts 
a whole new slant on the 
subject of tattoo removal! 

Another way that the 
tattoos were used by the 
criminals, was as a way to 
kick back at the government 
and the establishment. Many 
of the tattoos are political, 
showing the hat ed leaders 
of Russia as demons or 
animals, while a supported 



party or leader would be shown as 
powerful and strong. 

What stands out about the tattoos | 
shown in the books and exhibition, is 
that even though they look like they 
have been done by an amateur, they are ! 
powerful. The simple black and blue lines j the inmates underwent is clearly 



originally taken to confirm the 
sketches' authenticity, but ultimately 
becoming works of importance in their 
own right. In his portraits, not only are 
the tattoos shown in the context that 
Baldaev saw them, but the hardship 



stand out in stark contrast to the white 
and emaciated bodies of the prisoners. 

Alongside Baldaev's sketches at the 
exhibition, are photographs by Sergei 
Vasiliev, a fellow warden at the prison. 
Vasiliev's black-and-white photographs 

are an important document 

of Baldaev's illustrations, 



seen, etched across their faces. Here, 
Vasiliev captures that "thousand yard 
stare" normally reserved for battle 
weary soldiers, or people who have 
seen more than they should have in 
their lives, jk[ 
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The Russian Criminal Tattoo 
Encyclopaedia Volumes I ? II 
and III are available irorn Fuel's 

website www.fuel-desi^n. 
com. And for those who are 
interested in the prisons and 

the conditions the inmates 
lived under, Danzig Baldaev's 
stories and illustrations of 
prison life are collected in the 
book Drawings from the Gulag 

also available from Fuel. 
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country and certainly the most anticipated m Spam. 
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one of the best brands of swimwear and 
lingerie donated by the sponsor She 
was then made-up to be photographed 
and published in a tattoo magazine and 
also won a €1000 prize. 

From noon to the end of the day } every 
half hour, visitors were also able to visit 
fine spectacles of dance s concerts, tattoo 
contests and audiovisual conf erences 
and seminars from the artists and the 
professionals where different subject 
were approached including a seminar 
on piercing, a seminar on regulation of 



professionals and 
aficionados from 
around the globe. 
The atmosphere is such that here, you 
can find out everyttiing you want to 
know about tattoos and piercing by 
openly talking to willing experts from 
all around the world. You also can see 
some pretty colourful characters - both 
attending the event and covering every machines and also one on new hygiene- 
visible body part. 

This year was full of new concepts 
- such as the contest for New Tattoo 
Artists. There were more shows , 
more spectacles, more seminars from 
tattoo professionals, music, fashion 
and of course, tattoos in their purest 
form along with the not to be missed 
official election of Miss Tattoo in the 
competition to elect the cover- girl of a 
tattoo magazine. 

The winner of the competition was 
adorned with exclusive clothes from 



sanitary courses approved by the 
department of health. 

Over the three days, the expo 
introduced more than 134 different 
artists including: los Buenos Muchachos 
from Argentina, Daruma-Goya from 
Japan, Tatuajes de Reyes out of Mexico, 
Erevos Creations from Greece, East 
Tattoo from Taiwan, Brasilian Cew, 
Tattoo Tatauy who made the trip from 
Australia and Jess Yen of My Tattoo - 
USA and most European countries where 
also well represented.© 
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largest city in Spain (after 
Madrid) and certainly has 
more than its fair share of 
museums lor the art enthusiast. 
The National Museum of Art 
of Catalonia possesses a well- 
known collection of Romanesque 
art while the Barcelona 
Museum of Contemporary 
Art focuses on post- 
1945 Catalan and Spanish 
The Fundacio Joan Miro, Picasso 
Museum and Fundacio Anton! 
Tapies hold important collections 
of these world-renowned artists. 
Good weather, good food and 

a strong tattooing culture as 
weVe seen over recent issues 
- what are you waiting for? 



V1VIANA BY DARJO HIVE IRA RETRO TATTOO 
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Many people regularly and 
consistently gathered around the 
stand of Jess Yen at My Tattoo from 
California - it was a real event to see 
Mm at a Spanish tattoo convention. 
Located in Southern California, 
he tattoos with both machine and 
traditional tebori hand style. All of the 
artists from My Tattoo are taught by 
older generations under the owner of 
the shop, Jess Yen (Horiyen) and it 
was great to see those artists giving 
the visitors the unique opportunity to 
watch closely how they worked,© 
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This year, Mik pulled out all the 
stops to ensure that this event was 
an exceptional international meeting 
of tattoo artists and also a multi- 
cultural melting pot by exposing the 
most recognised tattoo artists of the 
profession. During those three days, one 
could see three different competitions 
and every day was totally different with 
the competition on the last day reserved 
for the Best of Show. 

"Nowadays, the tattoo is not a 
fashion statement, it is an art which has 
its own culture, and attracts people of 
different social status. Thanks to these 
conventions, we hope to demonstrate 
that the artistic and cultural aspect of 
tattoos is much more diverse than it can 
appear," commented Miguel. 

The convention ended on the Sunday 
evening, when it was estimated the 
total number of people through the 
doors was far in excess of 10,000."?^ 



www,baicelona ta ttooconvention . com 
convencionos@pro-arts,com. 
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wiinu have watched hef television show, browsed through 

her read about her in the tabloids and created a persona 
nfLtWn D in their minds, but few know the real Kathenne vor 
Orachenberg Whc J could take on such a big task? Barbara Pavorv 
has a damn good crack at it: 
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passionate, at times 
self-conscious, self- 
professed workaholic, 
she's one hell of an 



rock kids she was hanging around 
with first introduced her to the art form 
and at age 14 she undertook her first 
client. U I got hanging around this one 
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artist in any medium she guy who was tattooing out of his house 
tackles and maybe that's and he was like, 'You draw really good, 

you should tattoo me/ 1 had no idea it 



because she never rests. 

Calling in from her Los Angeles home could even be a career, I just wanted 



to do it because of 
the art and there you go. The first second 
I started tattooing I knew that I was in 
love with this and I was like, 'I need to 
do this, Tm not even sure exactly what 



at 7 a.m., after her routine morning 
workout, Von D laughingly informs me ; 
"This is kinda late for me, actually." 

Before Kat Von D became the master 
of black and grey portraiture that she is 
today, Katherine von Drachenberg was a 
tattoo-enamoured teenager with no-one 
to apprentice under, but convinced that 
she had found her calling. The punk 



Most people go through an apprenticeship 



where somebody more experienced guides you 



through and it's a learning process. I was doin 




everything unprofessionally and had to learn 



everything the hard way I guess. 




I'm doing, but I know that I want to do 
this. 5 " Landing her first j ob at a tattoo 
shop at the age of 16, it was all uphill 
from there. Yes, uphill. "Most people 
go through an apprenticeship where 
somebody more experienced guides you 
through and it's a learning process. I 
was doing everything unprofessionally 
and had to learn everything the hard 
way, I guess," 

Being a female in the industry 
couldn't have made things easier either, 
but Von D never put any weight on the 
matter. "I've always kinda hated the 
fact that there had to be an issue. I think 
this is a male-dominated world to begin 
with, so I think every woman can relate 
to it for the most part - 1 never had any 
really bad problems, just a few remarks 
and things that I had to deal with, but 
I don't know, maybe I really never paid 
attention to the knuckleheads." 

No matter the challenges, Von D 
never ceased pursuing her passion and 
in 2007, when she was just 25-years- 
old, she opened up her own tattoo 
shop. Settling on a hometown for High 
Voltage Tattoo wasn't difficult and not 
to sound melodramatic, she simply 
followed her heart. 

Born in Mexico, Von D moved to 
California with her family when she was 
just four-years -old. " We lived about an 
hour and a half outside of Los Angeles S) 




Kat Von D was first 
broadcasted into living rooms 
across North America when 
she joined the all-male staff 
of hit TV show Miami Ink. As 
the series slowly morphed 

from a documentary format 
into reality TV, the drama 
mounted with every episode 
and Miami Ink's third season 
finished with Von D leaving 
the shop and returning home 
to Los Angeles. 

Fans of Von D dicing 

have to wait long to see her 
again however because the 
network quickly debuted a 
spin-off series, which was 
appropriately titled, LA Ink, 

The new show starred Von D 

and chronicled the opening 
of her very own tattoo shop, 
High Voltage Tattoo (yes. Von 
D drew inspiration from AC/ 
DC), and all of the action that 
ensued. Like the time Von D 
broke a Guinness world record 
by tattooing 400 people with 
an " LA " logo in 24 hours, 

LA Ink's original cast 
included Corey Miller, Hannah 
Aitchison and Kim Saigh, 
but things have changed 
considerably over the past six 
seasons. This trio is no longer 
tattooing at High Voltage and 
the shop now showcases the 
talents of other remarkable 
artists like Jeff Ward, Adam 
Forman and Dan Smith, to 
name just a few, 

The shop has also attracted 
many high profile clients over 
the years, like Motorhead's 
Lemmy Kilmister. Scott Ian k 
of Anthrax and Jared Leto 
of 30 Seconds To Mars, High 
Voltage has also seen its fair 
share of real -life stars and 
heroes come through its doors. 

Tt may be the talented 
artists that keep people 

swarming into High Voltage 

Tattoo, but I think the unique 
atmosphere created by pink 
walls lined with everything 
from guitars and skate decks 
to religious iconography ain't 
hurting either 
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I think it was something about the city 



itself that we gravitated towards. We felt 




n 



at home here - there's a certain energy 
that comes from this city. A certain 
artistic and very inspiring energy. I 



and once my sister got her permit for 
driving, we were pretty much trying to 
sneak off to LA at any moment that we 
possibly could. I think: it was something 
about the city itself that we gravitated 
towards. We felt at home here - there's 
a certain energy that comes from this 
city. A certain artistic and very 



inspiring energy. 

The creation of High Voltage Tattoo 
and the shop's inner workings were 
documented on the hit television show 
LA Ink, which recently finished airing 
its sixth season in North America, 
Not having owned a television herself 
in almost 14 years, Von D relies on 
rough cuts to keep up with the show. 
Although she doesn't have a final say 
in the editing process, she admits, 
"There's been plenty of times where I 
was like, 'What the fuck? You can't do 
that. I wasn't even in the room and you 
edited it that way! f " 

But sometimes things remain against 
her will and Kat hopes viewers are able 
to see past the illusions created in the 
editing room, "I like to believe that 
people are smarter than that and don't 
believe everything they see - especially 
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when editors splice up certain 
sentences or there's no continuity. Like 
if my hair is a different shade of red in 
every scene, I can't dye my hair in ten 
minutes ! I've had to learn to really let 
go of a lot of that stuff. 1 1 



commitment. Asked if she ever wishes 
she could just tell the cameras to leave, 
Von D laughs, "Every day/' and justifies 
herself by admitting it affects her work, 
"I think I have a hard time with too 
many chiefs in the teepee, if you know 



Filming a single season of LA Ink takes | what I mean. I like my privacy and I like 
several months and is a five-day a week I the intimacy that happens when you're 
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tattooing someone one on one. The 
magic in that part of the tattoo process 
is definitely gone once you invite the 



cameras m. 



The intimate moments she shares 
with her clients are the very subject 
of Von D's personal tattoo journals, 
which have recently been turned into 
a book entitled, The Tattoo Chronicles, 
A follow-up to her New York Times 
bestselling debut. High Voltage 



I did the Hish Voltase Tattoo 





book, which did really well and 

so, from a publisher's standpoint, 

they're like, 'Lets do it again, but 




better and bi 





er, 







Tattoo f the new release is a lot more 
personal than its predecessor, but 
before addressing my questions about 
The Tattoo Chronicles, Von D lias one 
last point to make about LA Ink: "I 
really hope I didn't come off like I was 
complaining about the show because 
I'm very grateful for it! " 

Returning to the subject of her new 
book, Von D recounts how the idea of 
publishing some of her diaries came 
about. "I did the High Voltage Tattoo 
book, which did really well and so, from 
a publisher's standpoint, they're like, 
'Lets do it again, but better and bigger. 1 
And I'm like, 'Well, I don't really know 
what to write about, I can talk about 
tattooing all day long, but you don't 
have to hear it from me.'" 

The book is exactly what its title 
suggests : a collection of entries 
from Von D's tattoo diaries. Spanning 
from May 2008 to June 2009, the book 
offers a look at the clients and stories 
behind Kat Von D's work, lessons 
she's learned from them, her personal 
musings on life and more, "This book 
is pretty much the most open, honest 
thing that I've ever put my heart into . 
I've emotionally invested a lot into it 
and that's why I wanted to photograph 
everything in it. Aside from the layout 
and printing the damn thing, I didO 






Where to begin? Nikki Sixx, 
or Frank Carlton Serafino 
Ferrana Jr. if you really want 
to be proper, is probably best 
known for being the bassist of 
internationaJly acclaimed rock 
super group Motley Crue. But 
just like his ex-girlfriend Kat 
Von D, Nikki Sixx seems to be 

a perpetual rnultitasksr. 
In addition to The due, 

Sixx is involved in a musical 
side- project, Sixx: A.M., 
which formed in 2007 in Los 
Angeles and includes DJ fm 
Ashba and James MichaeL He 
also hosts a radio show, Sixx 
Sense, which is broadcasted 
nationwide from 7p.m. until 
midnight every weekday. 
Then there's his clothing 
line that brings rock star- 
worthy wears to the public, 
RoyaJ Underground, and his 
bestselling non-fiction book, 
The Heroin Diaries ; A Year in 
the Life of a Shattered Rock 



Then there are the sides of 
Sixx that the public does not 
usually see, but that are now 
revealed firsthand through 
Von D's journal entries in The 
Tattoo Chronicles. Pearl Aday . 

first put the two into contact 
with one another when Von 
D unknowingly agreed to a 
blind date with Sixx, Although 
said date never happened, the 
two remained virtual friends 
and met several months later 
ant which point Von D says 
she discovered her "match in 
hell, heaven, or whatever you 
wanna call it," m 

Von D's book holds a 
wealth of insight into Sixx, 
as he was an integral part of 
her life at the paint, in time 

when The Tattoo Chronicles 
was written. For example, 

the inner romantic within 

Sixx is revealed, as is his 
infinite love for his family and 

his appreciation for simple 

pleasures like reading and 
photography. Who knew the 
badass rocker was such a 
lovely softy inside? i 
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I've realized that I've learned so | 

much from everybody that I tattoo 
that it would be a shame if I didn't 
share it with everybody else in 
hopes that maybe they can learn 
something too or find comfort. 



"In order to gain everything, you must lose everything." 
tweeted Kat Von D on Monday, November 22 r the day after 
a Are destroyed her home and look the life of hei beloved ^ 
hairless cat. Valentine. The cause of the Are is unknown, but 
it left the interior of Von D "s Hollywood Hills home almost 
completely charred. The house, which the artist herself 
dubbed 'the Frankenstein Castle," was Gothic in style and said 
to have been built as a replica of the doctor 's home from the 
classic Frankenstein fllm. 

Von D was in the middle of her book tour, promoting The 
Tattoo Chronicles and meeting loving fans across the States, 
when the tragedy occurred. But staying true to her stiong, ijM 
driven nature, Von D was quick to reassure the public that 
she would continue on her tour to Canada and Europe as 
planned, u No, I'm not canceling the rest of the book tour/' 



J 





• 



she tweeted on Monday. 
"Rooftop [and] I are here in 
Vancouver. Thank you all 

for comforting words." 
I She may have lost 
some of her worldly 
possessions and a 
treasured feline that can 
surely never be replaced, 
but Von D remained 



optimistic following the saddening event. "I am so looking 
forward to meetir lqj all your smiling faces at these book 
signingsl " she added on her Twitter page. "Remember, 

POSITIVE ENERGY FEEDS POSITIVE ENERGY. " We're 

channeling all of ours to the lovely Kat Von D. 




everything in that book. " 

Her deep emotional connection to 
the project may stem from the fact that 
journaling has played an important 
role in Von D's life. "I struggle with 
depression, I'm pretty open about that 
and so my friend gave me a suggestion 
to maybe start writing about everything 
after I'm done with a tattoo, so that I 
could just filter it out and let it go. I'm 
a big fan of journaling in general and I 
have like 10 journals going on at once," 
she laughs. "The tattoo journals, I first 
started like, 'John Doe is coming in from 
Arizona and getting a portrait of his 
son.' Then, as I started writing more 
and more in-depth about each person, 
I started processing a lot of my own 
issues - I've realized that I've learned so 
much from everybody that I tattoo that 
it would be a shame if I didn't share 
it with everybody else in hopes that 
maybe they can learn something too or 
find comfort." 

Another glimpse into Von D's true 
nature reveals its elf - although she's 
proud of the book, she humbly says, 
"I'm not a photographer and I'm not 
an author. People are like, 'Oh, you're 
an author now, 1 and I'm like, No, I've 
written some books, but I can't flatter 
myself by saying that.'" 

If her tattooing, show, book and 
make-up collection for Sephora weren't 
enough, the Queen of multi-tasking 
recently opened an art gallery next door 
to High Voltage Tattoo. "I'm excited 
about creating a place that will bring 
artistic influence into the city, " she 
says of her Wonderland Gallery. "I think 
there's a lot of cool museum and stuff 
like that here, but a lot of those places 
can be intimidating. I want just a cool 
place that has fine art, but that appeals 
to the younger crowd, so you don't just 
feel like Julia Roberts in Pretty Woman 
when you go in." 
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I think if people just rem embered 
that everybody is either | 
somebody's daughter or mother or 
son, brother, father, we'd probably 
treat each other a lot better 




And that's not all. She also reveals 
she's been taking voice lessons, putting 
together a band and, whenever she 
has any downtime, working with all 
the artistic media she can; "Right 
now I'm creating a chandelier out of 
antique crucifixes. " Just as I begin to 
suspect that Kat Von D never actually 
sleeps, she proves my point by adding, 





u T ! 



I've also been secretly filming a 
documentary for the past year and 
a half, 13 If it sounds like a lot, that's 
because it is P but Von D says, "I'm a 
workaholic and I find joy in work. I don't 
know what it's like to not do anything 
and I don't wanna find out" 

When I bring up the term "reality 
TV star" to ask about misconceptions 
the public may have of Kat Von D, I can 
almost hear her cringe. "Ugh, I hate that 
term. We used to be under a Doc Series 
format where it wasn't about drama and 
then the network decided to change it, 
That's why I have such a hard time 
with the show, because I absolutely 



hate drama." 

And that really plays into her 
personality. "I'm semi-reclusive and 
shy and at times self-conscious," she 
admits, "I'm definitely not perfect. 
I think if people just remembered 
that everybody is either somebody's 
daughter or mother or son, brother, 
father, we'd probably treat each other 
a lot better and give each other a lot 
more breaks. I think any preconceived 
perception is a misconception." 

One of the biggest mistakes made 
may be in assuming just how hard it 
is to get tattooed by Von D. "I think a 
lot of people have exaggerated things 
and because of the show a lot of people 
think I'm inaccessible/' In reality, Von D 
says she and her assistant answer every 
request that's submitted and adds 



Located right next door to High 
Voltage Tattoo in West Hollywood, 
Wonderland Gallery is one of the 
latest additions to a string of side 
projects from the brilliant mind 
of Kat Von D. Hoping to create 
a space in which unique art 
could be showcased without the 
pretentious air present in some art 
galleries around the city, Von D set 
out to create Wonderland, jm 
And like everything else she 
takes part in, Von D wanted this 
undertaking to turn out perfectly. 
When I spoke to her a few weeks 
back, Von D was putting the 
finishing touches on Wonderland 
Gallery before setting off on her 
whirlwind book tour around the 
world, "You need to remember 
that I'm obsessive compulsive, so 
I need everything perfect." she 
said when asked her thoughts on 
the state of the gallery, "It's totally 
functional and great, if anybody 

where to walk in right now they'd 
be amazed by the art that's there, 
| but] there's just little corners that 

1 would like to have brass molding , 
all the books to be in alphabetical 

order, things like that . * Jm 

Wonderland Gallery's first 
exhibit was unveiled on September 

2 and came courtesy of classically 
trained American artist Kevin 
Llewellyn. Entitled "The Unsaid," 
the exhibit features Llewellyn's 
signature realism-meets-fantasy- 
meets-mysticism artwork. If that 
sounds confusing, the title of 

my personal favorite Llewellyn 

painting should provide more 
insight into the nature of his 

work; "The Severed Hands of 
Nikki Shoe. " 

www. Won rierlandL A .com 

Wonderland Gallery, 1257 N 

LAB RE A, HOLLYWOOD, CA 
USA 9O03S 
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CHRONICLES 



Barbara Pavone 

I have to admit, when I 
first picked up The Tattoo 

Chronicles I was skeptical 
about what the inside front 
cover was promising to 

deliver. The last line on 
that page reads, "Here 

she is: TheTeaJ Kat 
Von D : unscripted and 
uncensored, " but its hard 
not to picture a cautious 
editor chiseling away at 
Kat Von D's diaries, cutting 
off all the m essy bits , Jm 

Now, let me admit that 
this was one time in my 
life when I was elated 
to b© proved wrong, 
Von D's second hook is 
unabashedly open and 
truthful and it r s no wonder 
she calls her journals her 
"blood books," 
aa_ Comprised of j oumal 
entries from a little over 



perfect balance 
between Von D 1 s 
work and personal 
experiences, 
offering something 
for tattoo lovers 
and Von D 



one year, beginning in 
2006, the book offers an 
intimate glimpse into 
Von D's life. The Tattoo 
Chronicles strikes the 



lovers alike, 

Marvelously 
illustrated and finely laid 
out, the book features a jf 
gamut of Von D's work, 

from intricate portraits 

to touch-ups and cover- 
ups, and shares stories 

about a medley of clients 

ranging from famed 
rockers like Dave Navarro 

and Motorhead's Lemmy 

Kilmister to everyday 
heroes and rad individuals. 

Von D's more personal 
entries, like those about 
sobriety, self-doubt, romantic 

turmoil and frustrations 

with LA Ink, play up the 

uniqueness of the boolr. Tho 

Tattoo Chronicles documents 
a specific moment in time for 

a specific person and yet, 
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it's unbelievably xelatable 
to almost all 

Adding to the charm 
are color photographs of 
clients, tattoos and Von D's 
personal quirky collections 
of everything from vintage 
keys? to her beloved 
taxidermy Maybe it's just 
me, but the albino squirrels 
are a treat and a must-see. 

The Tattoo Chronicles 
is a great r ead and may 
best be described as fully 
encompassing what Von 
D's upper back tattoo, 
incidentally featured at 
the end of the book, has 
proclaimed for years : "Mi 
Vida Loca." 






I only book out two months because you dorYt 
know what's gonna happen in two months- 



People think I charge a million dollars to talk or 



something, I also don't tattoo you on a throne of 



old!" she lauehs. "High Voltase is a real tattoo 



shop and every one who comes through Rets a 
real experience. 




only book out two montlis because you 



Halbritter and Khoi Nguyen, among 



don 5 t know what's gonna happen in two others. u All the guys 1 work with are 



months. People think I charge a million 



really talented ■ Fm constantly learning 



dollars to talk or something, I also don't from them, but it's not a matter of giving 



tattoo you on a throne of gold! " she 
laughs. "High Voltage is a real tattoo j 
shop and everyone who comes through So how would this tattoo artist 



advice. I think the best kind of advice is 
not to give any unless it's asked for." 



gets a real experience, " 



extraordinaire sum herself up? Finishing 



Von D p s own experiences at the shop i the sentence 'Kat Von D is.., 1 quickly 
are also something she surely wouldn't j becomes the toughest challenge of our 



give up easily. In addition to meeting 
inspiring clients, Von D's co-workers 
are some of the best and coolest in the 
business. Think Dan Smith, Dennis 



conversation. "Is at a loss of words?" 
laughs Von D. "I don't know, I think I 
would leave it blank and add a period. " 
The mystery contmues.lar 
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second user medical equipment 

AUTOCLAVES 

Utile Sister t , 2, 3. 5 from £299, 

| Merlins £299, SES 2000's 

Prestige and Instaclaves! 
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Alt with safety test reports. 
Also Dentist Chairs from £1 99, 
Lights and Couches. An plus vai! 
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email - wyldemerimedical@aol.com 

www.merimedical.co.uk 
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a (fr-posif wQl be required for all bookings. Deposits camel 

be refunded without £8 hours notice prior to the booking. 
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Southampton b shrouded in thick, dark clouds. The 

ominous presence poses the constant threat of a downpour, 
creating a thick atmosphere and a foreboding backdrop tor 
my visit to the little studio, Tattooz by Design: 





Tattoo z by Design 

2B Waterloo Road 
SOUTHAMPTON 

Ham pshire 
S015 3AR. 
Tel: 02380 322486 

Email: 
tattoo 2b y des ign@ 

hotmail.com 




ntering the studio I 
am encapsulated by a 
small room with walls 
emblazoned with bold, 
bright and intricate flash 



were my favourite toys as a child. I only 
started painting three years ago when 
I came to England. Before that I used 
watercolour, charcoal and pastel'. 
It was an unconventional calling 



artwork. The familiar buzz that brought Eugene to the shores of 



of needles seeps through the walls as 
I am introduced to Eugene Rubuls, the 
Latvian tattooist whose expertise is 
causing a stir despite only being on the 
opposite end of a needle for less than 
three years. 

Eugene's tattooing history may be in 
its infancy but his artistic background 
spans years, transcends media and has 
an all-encompassing stylistic reach, "I 
believe my artistic ability came to me 
from my father, he was a sculptor and 
I've been drawing for as long as I can 
remember. Pencils and watercolour 



the UK. He went from doing character 
portraits and penning temporary 
tattoos on the beaches of Latvia to 
undergoing an NVQ in catering. "I 
always like creating something with 
my hands H s says Eugene. Clearly his 
creative flair can flow through any 
medium, including food, Eugene's 
work life then took a turn when he 
was inspired to undergo training that 
allowed him to work on a gas tanker 
as a chef. "I worked on the gas tanker 
world wide for about five years. I liked talent soon saw him progress into the 



It was in Latvia that Eugene was 
first introduced to tattooing having 
approached a studio to have some work 
done, the tattooist was so impressed 
by his designs that Eugene began to 
build a portfolio before gaining the 
most expeditious apprenticeship he 
could have hoped for, here in the UK. 
"A Polish guy called Tulipan offered 
me an apprenticeship after seeing my 
drawings. He saw that I had steady 
hands and offered me the chance to do 
tattoos on some of his mates during the 
first few days of my apprenticeship. 
Soon after, I had my friends willing to 
have tattoos as well, " 

Eugene's inquisitive attitude and 
determination coupled with his innate 



to travel and see different places". 



stages of an apprenticeship that could 
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They come to life with a vivacity that 
is beautifully realised. The pieces that 
stand out from this myriad of colour 
depict ferocious lions, majestic leopards 
and sinuous reptiles and even tiger- 
rabbits! "I like my clients to trust me" 
says Eugene. "It gives me freedom and 
the responsibility to design an idea, I 
start from basic shapes and body flow, 
and then add shadows, values and 
details. I see a tattoo as a decoration of 
the body and want to be sure the design 
fits the client. I have been tattooing 
nearly three years now and from the 
beginning I always wanted to create 
something big and readable from a 
distance like a painting or a sculpture." 

Painting has always formed the basis 
for Eugene's artwork. From classical 
to art nouveau to Trompe L'oeil (the 
method of using intricate detail to 
create a three dimensional effect on 
a flat canvas) as well as Chinese art. 55 
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take years to reach, "Those days, I 
worked from 6am until 3pm in the 
kitchen and after 4 until 10pm in the 
studio, I asked Tulip an 1,000 questions a 
day about tattooing and on my days off 
I went to conventions such as London, 
Brighton, Tattoo Jam..,. I was always 
asking questions, and the more answers 
I had, the more questions 1 asked! " 

Three years later, Eugene's skills have 
strengthened into an enviable talent, 
but his learning process continues with 
every piece of work that he creates. With 
every tattoo comes a new experience. 
"Tattooing appeals to me over other 
media of art because it is the most 
demanding and requires responsibility". 

Eugene's tattoos reflect his painting 
style; brightly coloured, infinitely 
detailed and expertly accomplished, 
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11 1 guess my paintings are kind of a 
mixture of all things that attract me. It 
can be nature or interesting character 
Art is everywhere and I always try to 
paint something better than before." 

Constantly striving to push the 
boundaries of his skills, Eugene took 
to tattooing his own thighs in order to 
further his talent. "They are a tiger and 
a lion portrait and are quite large, the 
roundness of my thighs gives a bit of a 
3D look to them. It was a good exercise 
because I had to do them upside 
down and I wanted to feel and know 
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configurations of needles and 
it was kind of a challenge 
to myself. My tattoo work is 
still in progress and always 
developing. For an artist, there 
is no perfection", he muses. 

Despite only having 
worked one international 
convention to date, Eugene 
managed to scoop both first 
and second place in the large 
colour category at the Bournemouth 
Convention this year. 1J I plan to do 
as many conventions as possible", 
Eugene tells me, "I like the spirit of the 
tattoo society at conventions!" 

Eugene has a long list of influences 
that have informed his work over the 
years, such as, Guy Aitchison, Jeff Gogue, 
Shige, Paul Booth and Mike DeVries - to 
more recent influences as his research 
continues such as Nikko Huitado, Yang 
Zhuo, Shawn Barber, Uncle Allan, Jess 
Yen, Juan Salgado, Carlos Torres, Bob 
Tyrell and Robert Hernandez. " 





I'm really thankful to my dad, 
colleagues and Fix, who taught me a 
lot of technical aspects of tattooing, 
Karen and Simon Faith for the great 
opportunity of working here at Tattooz 
by Design and Alvis Caime from Neo 
Tattoo in Latvia because he is the guy 
that inspired me to tattoo " . 

A post-interview visit to Eugene's 
art room at his house reveals film 
characters intermingling with beautiful 
female figures in bold, bright paintings 
while delicate watercolors depict © 



A MATTER OF 
PERSPECTIVE 

The phrase Trompe L'oeil is 
most often used in relation to the 
Baroque period of art where it 
referred to perspective realism, 

but its roots actually go bacft much 
further than this. There's a great 
story about a contest between two 
Greek painters: Zeuxis' entry into 
the competition was of a still -life 
that was apparently so real, birds 
flew down from the sky to peck at 
the ornamental grapes. His rival in 
the contest, Parrhasius, then asked 
Zeuxis to pull baclc the tattered 
curtains so they could fudge the 
painting behind them, Parrhasius 
was declared the winner as his 
painting was of the curtains 
themselves. Fooling the birds is 
cool, hut fooling other painters 
trumps all. 

One of the best examples of the 
form is Escaping Criticism (shown 
above) by Pere Barrel] del Caso. 
Fans of art in architecture will, 
recognise the perspective fooling 
mechanism as it is also widely 
used in 16th and 17th churches to 
give depth where there is none. 
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TATTOO WORK IS 








ALWAYS 
. FOR AN ARTIST. 
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unsettled landscapes, with skies as full 
of emotive clouds as those that hang 
over us outside. A blue dragon wraps 
itself inquisitively around a ball of 
light that highlights its soft curves and 
streamlined koi carps seemingly glide 
across their canvases. 

With artwork like this to his name and 
so much more to accomplish in the future 
Eugene will no doubt be experiencing 
every success in his ongoing journey into 
the world of tattooing. 
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Tattoos . UV Tattoos , Body Pierdng . Microdermal Anchoring 

Jewellery , Henna Body Art . Beauty Therapies 

Leading Authority On Hygme & Standards 
Specialist in Freehand, Realism & Portraiture 

TlOL«YSklM 

367 Bath Road . Amos \tate , Bristol * BS4 3EW 
Tel: 01 1 7 907 6567 . Email: info©hoteyskin,oom - Web: www hoteyskiaoom 




V 



BODY 
GARDEN 



birmingham 

bodycardentattoo.co.uk 



0121 2 3 6 12 4 2 



jbmin 



ti n gjd 



on 




Owned bij Timothij J Slack 

Living Ink Tattoo 









WW. 



■ I 




oo 





Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts 






The American/Mexican tattoo artist Jose Lopei developed his black fr grey styi 

from tattoos made in the prisons of California and amongst gang members - 



the streets of the big cities in the 'sunny state 



Fine lines, soft shadows, realism 



with a magical Mexican touch! During the Dutch conventions of Breda and Amsterdam 
lose Lopez' crew were a living billboard for the tattoos of the artist behind Lownder Tai 
located in Fountain Valley, a suburb of Los Angeles: 



Fountain Valley 

J 6024 Harbor 
Boulevard 
Fountain VaUey r OA 

92708 \ USA 
Tel: (714)4189575 

www.lowridertattoo 

studios.com 




When I started tattooing, I did 
colour at first," Lopez tells me during 
the Amsterdam Convention while 
sitting in his wheelchair. "On paintings 
I use colours but on tattoos I prefer 
now the really soft grey tones. The 
demand for black and grey is so big, 
I have a lot of friends who are better 
than me at colour tattoos so I leave it 
to them. " 

Lopez has lived in Los Angeles 
since he was 12 years old. "I am from 
Michoacan, a state in the middle of 
Mexico on the Pacific, not far from 
Acapulco. From there I moved with my 
family to Los Angeles. When I was 15 
years old I got an accident and wound 



gave me some magazines and I started j your imagination. So a lot of what I 



to draw. I use to look at books, I used 
to copy try to make the drawings as 



do is referencing, " 

Ten years ago Lopez started 



realistic as possible. That's how I learn Lowrider Tattoo that also has 



to draw, so I use a lot of references in 
my designs - Michelangelo, Leonardo 
da Vinci, many religious images, it's 
already been drawn/' 



DIA DE LOS MUERTOS 

When Lopez started to tattoo 17 years 
ago, he gave his own twist to these 
images . 11 In my hands it tends to be 
something else. So even though it's 
something that's already there, while 
drawing and tattooing it becomes one 
of my drawings. That's something 



up in a wheelchair That's what got me I learnt to develop over the past 1 7 



in tattooing in the first place. When I 
got in the chair I was very depressed, 
I was sitting in my room - my friends 



years. I do freehand work as well hut 
over the years you get so many ideas 
but you can't just draw stuff out of 



locations in Orange arid Costa Mesa, 
both in California. Before he tattooed 
at home. His black and grey style is 
not only popular in the USA but also 
in Europe. "I have been to Europe 
before, " he says. "A popular image 
is El Dia de Muertos. There is also 
a big demand for designs like the 
Virgin Mary the Madonna and image 
from sculptures of Michelangelo. 
Anything that has nice variations of 
grace, that's what I like. I mean it 
could be an evil skull piece or a very 
soft religious piece - or a nice girl, a 
portrait of somebody's daughter or 
son. I mean as long as it's black and 
grey I love to do it. " 
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TATTOO ICON 

While I am talking with Lopez, I see 
in the busy booth of Lowrider Tattoo 
Manny Navarete, one of the oldest 
crew members. The crew helps him 
with the selling of t-shirts and boards 
with Lopez' drawings on. On Manny's 
skin I see different images that have a 
special Mexican connotation. "Manny 



SOFT SHADOWS 

Lopez explains that his style is derived 
from tattoos made in the prisons of 
California. 

"There they use a single needle, so 
the lines are very fine but the thing 
they lack is the soft shading because 
they only use one single needle, you 
could see Hie texture, the dots because 



is a tattoo icon," Lopez says. "He's one they have to fill big areas of shading in 



of the first guys that let me work on 
him and do a free piece. Even though 
it's pretty old, it's still one of my 



different zones. What I do, it has that 
same style, but it has a clean smooth 
shading to it. It looks very soft. I met 



favourites. He is known for his tattoos. people who never liked tattoos but 
It's a whole front: Maria, she supposes ; when they see what we do, they say 
to be like Mother Earth. It's hold is in I 



Spanish and indigenous style. Mexico 
is in the background. The Spanish- 
Mexican side comes in and then the 
revolution comes in. 11 



'wow, I never thought tattoos could be 
like that'. In their minds they're thinking 
tattoos are dark and ugly and for people 
that are mean! When they see that they 
are so soft, their whole mind is changed© 
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BLACK & GREY 
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and so all of a sudden they 
like tattoos, " 
According to Lopez 



- 



the variation in light and 
shadow is very important 
with black and grey tattoos, 
"A lot of artists do black 
and grey tattoos just with 
simple lines and really light 
shading. It's nice and soft 
as well but you need to 
I have different variations to 
make it pop out - you gotta 
have backgrounds, you 
gotta have the really dark 
contrast with the superlight 
tones. To be able to do that, 
a lot of times you have to 
do different sessions on 

"^^^^^ tattoos which is something 
people don't understand, You see a big 
piece complete, and you think it's done 
in a couple of hours, but it's a whole 
process. You have to do a layer and 
then come back, do another one and 
make it come out. The more you work 
on it, the more realistic it gets, the more 
dimensions it becomes," 

And the way the artist does the 
shading is very important, Lopez adds : 
"It takes a lot of time, a lot of patience. 
Wot only from me but also from the 
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client. The client is taking all the pain, 
has to understand that he needs to 
sit there two more hours after he had 
already spent seven hours on the 
chair. The client has to be willing to 
go through more pain and sometimes 

money because it's very time 
consuming, you know. " 



GANGSTERSTYLE 

The gangterstyle is very popular, Lopez 
says. "It's a new style - those gangster 
tattoos originated in the prisons, in the 
streets. We brought street tattooing 
into professional studios and present 
this style of tattooing, not only to 
gangsters but to the masses. We're not 
doing like a dirty tattoo for the street. 
We're doing a very professional, very 



by nature t really fancy script, really 
cool handwriting. You know, the old 
English that's really gangsterstuff 
really calligraphy, black lettering, it's 
something that gangsters like back 
home, that's our favourite writing/' 

Back in the day, gangstertattoos were 
very scratchy, dirty, very dark. Lopez : 
" The style is evolving, Now the people 
who are collecting the gangstertattoos 
are normal people like you and me. 
It's like somebody getting a Japanese O 



For thorn of you who not down with the lingo, a Lowrider is a style of car 

that has had Its suspension modified - most likely with hydraulics ■ so 
that rides as low as possible to the road. The style originates from 50s 
classics which were originally built like this - typically, it will also have 
many accessories and add ons and not surprisingly, many of them are not 

exactly "street-legal" 

One wonders how they would deal with the traffic humps or "sleeping 
policemen " that are the bane of every driver in the UK. 
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the best artists out there, who's popular: 



not everybody has. It costs a lot of money. 
So it's name branding. You don't become 
like everybody else, So people who are 
patient and wait, that call me for months 
in advance, they are the happiest men on 
earth! 'Yeah, I got a tattoo of Jose Lopez', 
Lopez is proud of his crew who are like 



they do a lot of research, they contact us living billboards for his splendid tattoos - 



tattoo. They are not Japanese, it p s just 
a look. Anyone gets something and 
others say: I like that too. Just like the 
Ed Hardy look you see now on shirts, 
everyone wants that look. I think that 
the gangsterstyle is getting as popular 
as the Ed Hardy-look." 



Now the demand is so big, Lopez has 
had to raise his price: "Before my prices 
were very low, like 6 hours tattooing for 
200 dollars. Now I can work on serious 



and he is proud of the artists who continue 
to work in the Lowrider studios while he 
is in Europe . Artists like Jun, Ho™, Abey 
and others. " They are talented upcoming 
artists. They are like family for me, just 



collectors and get rid of a lot of people that like the crew here. They pump up the 



were not serious. I get these collectors 
from all kind of ethnicities. Black, white, 
Mexican, Japanese, Australian. . . when 



booth, you know, we like to get along 
with everybody, we like to have our booth 
very energetic, it's part of our job. We like 



the price is high, not everybody can afford this environment, it makes us who we 



HIGHER PRICES, 
MORE VALUE 

According to Lopez customers nowadays 
know exactly what they want. " In the 
past there was not much information. 
Today people can learn about tattoos 



it but it gives more value for the person 



are and we like to engage with people 



7 



that collects the artwork. A friend of mine to talk to people, to interact - people hear 



- Mr. Cartoon - his prices are very high 



about that and we thank all the people 



but at the same time even though people who helped us, they show us a lot of 



don't like to pay the high prices, it gives 



love. The organisers of the conventions 



the tattoo value. When somebody goes to the fans. Thanks to them we can work at 



Ml Cartoon, it makes the customer feel 



conventions like Breda, Amsterdam, Rome 



good because he has a tattoo from him r Barcelona and London, "^if 
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07877 209897 for appointment 
email jaysinkstattoos@aol.co.uk 

facebook/ jays inks 

The First Ever Southampton Tattoo Convention 



30 



TH 



APRIL 



I st MAY 2011 



AT ST MARY'S FOOTBALL GROUND 




Over 50 Tattoo artists 
Daily contests & industry awards 
Tattoo war " 
Burlesque, Magicians and more... 




f Live music 




7£J 



Ful 1 bar 



Vendors of tattoo related items 





For more information visit 

www. titanic-ink . co.uk 



or join our facebook group 'Titaniclnk Southampton' 
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don't know much about tattoos, 
I don't have a tattoo and the 
people I see with tattoos 
sometimes scare me, and as 
Fm edging closer to my very 
first Halloween Bash at Newton 
Abbot Racecourse in South 
Devon, an unsettling Halloween-related and the blurred and indistinct shadows 
anxiety is beginning to kick in and send around me begin to swirl Then, the 




my mind into Wicker Man territory. Am 
I the loathed unas suming tattoo virgin 



about to be lured into the weird world of magical word that seems to light up like 




pagan ritual? Am I about to be seduced 
by a tattooed minx before I'm offered to 
the tattoo gods by way of being burnt 
alive in a giant wicker man? I don't even 
know the words to 'The Lord Is My 
Shepherd' for crying out loud I 

As I move towards what looks like the 
Tattoo Bash entrance, I keep my head 
down, try to radiate the confidence of a 
man with no fear and quickly flash my 
credentials. Once inside, Fm instantly 
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hit with the relentless humming of three 



darkened mist begins to clear in the near 
distance and I can clearly make out one 



a neon sign: 'Bar', 

After a pint of the good stuff Fm 
ready for action. My eyes dart between 
flashes of flesh on display, the glare of 
the headlamps from the tattoo surgeon- 
like artists and the Halloween-themed 
shapes and figures being applied to the 
body of all manner of punters. I spot 
one standout tattoo smiling back at me 
from the thigh of one particular serene 
looking customer, and recognise the 



- I J .J 









tattoo as the geeky face of Will from 
'The Inbetweeners' with the words 
'Briefcase Wanker' etched underneath 
This seemingly normal and almost 



Regrets in Gloucester and Torquay's 
Revolver Tattoo Rooms . 

Some of the artwork on show was 
absolutely stunning, and while I was 



wholesome (not to mention completely : still wincing on occasion (armpits and 
hilarious and uncannily accurate) tattoo knees being tattooed were still a bit 
somehow acts as a symbol of solidarity : much for a fragile tattoo virgin such 



between me and my tattooed friend. 
Indeed, I love 'The Inbetweeners', this 
tattoo chap loves The Inbetweeners 



as myself), I was mostly in genuine 
awe. Amongst the abstract art and the 
Halloween- inspired ghouls and goblins 



and therefore we are brothers, and with were a diverse range of tattoos. During 
this commonality and hormonal balance the evening, I spotted a particularly 



now established, I relax and begin to 
enjoy myself. 

Newton Abbot's Halloween Tattoo 
Bash, organised by Mac and Rod from 
Tainted & Punctured' hi Wales, has 
gone from strength to strength since 
its comparatively modest b eginnings 
back in 2007, which featured 40 tattoo 
artists from around the country. Wow, 
enjoying its fourth year, there are nearly 
100 artists at work here. Checking out 
the posters, banners and flyers dotted 
around the complex, I spotted respected 
tattoo names from all over the UK t from 
Physical Graffiti in Cardiff and Sakura 
Hand Tattooists in Edinburgh, to No 



impressive wide-eyed Malcolm 
McDowell from A Clockwork Orange, 
a vibrant and very realistic Iggy Pop 
on the leg of one individual and some 
eerie, Einstein-type character on the 
leg of another. On the arms, legs and 
torsos of the people I see throughout 
the weekend, I saw Spawn, someone's 
great grandmother, the cutest close-up 
of someone's pet dog and pretty much 
everything in between. 

As the Saturday's tattooing began to 
wind down, the weekend's compere, 
Hooray Henry, who functioned as 
my unofficial guide for the weekend, 
informed me that there would be a brief O 
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interval between the tattooing and the 
infamous Halloween Ball which kicked 
off at 10 pm. At around 10.30 pm i the 
bar area began to fill up with an eclectic 
collection of saucy ghouls, petrifying 
pirates and a couple of impressive 
Hellboys. Indeed, the quality of the 
costumes at this year's event was so 
dazzlingly high that I felt completely out 
of place in my dull civilian clothes . 

After eyeing up the competition 
around the bar area and taMng 
photographs of each others' macabre 
attire, the party got under way and the 
costumed tattoo hordes hit the dance 
floor to the sounds of ska band p Too 
Hot. Unfortunately, due to the last bus 
home being scheduled to leave Newton 
Abbot far too early, I had to cram in as 



much picture taking and hobnobbing 
as possible during my precious little 
time at the party, but after talking to a 
few of the artists and customers whose 
alcohol consumption had not yet reached 
maximum capacity, it was clear that all 
eyes were already on the prize and that 
the main event was yet to come on the 
Sunday afternoon: competition time. 

hi addition to a charity auction where 
various pieces of collectable and original 
artwork fetched some decent cash for 
Breast Cancer Research, Sunday also 
played host to the big competition 
where tattoo artists competed for prises 
in a variety of categories, from 'Most 
Realistic' to 'Best Halloween/Horror' 
tattoo, I secured a good spot beside 
the stage where the various judges 



I sat patiently as the customers queued 
| across the dance floor, eager to have 

their body artwork approved and given 

the thumbs up. 

Not surprisingly, the competition 
| was fierce and the standards were 
I high. Watching with bated breath as 

each customer mounted the stage and 

proceeded to peel back a sleeve, raise 
I a trouser leg or in one case, disrobe 
| to a bikini in order to show her large 
j neck-to-thigh colour tattoo, I tried to 
j gauge the judges' faces in order to 
I establish what they were looking for 

in a winner. They all looked good to 
; me, though there were a few stand-out 
I contributions that clearly impressed the 
: judges more than others. No Regrets' 

striking Einstein tattoo from yesterday© 
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Send an SAE to: 
Circus of Horrors 
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FREAKS & FEATHERS 

XMAS SHOCKSHOW 

NORWICH, PlayhDUSS Thu 16 until Sun 19 DEC 

01603 598 598 www,rwrwichpl£yhouse,org,ul< 



nen 



mm 



CRAWLEY, Hawlh Theatre TtlnJ 13 JAN 

01293563636 https://tirtete.haw1h.co.uk 

COVENTRY", Bdyra dc Thsatre Fri 14 JAN 

02476563055 www.belgrade.co.uk 

HASTINGS, White Bock Theatre Sal 15 JAN 

01 424362283 www,whrtefOCkttteatre.org.uk 



READING, Hexagon 

01189606060" 



Sen 16 JAN 

www.neadingarts.com 

HQRNCHURCH. Queens Drain Man 17 & TUA 18 JAN 

01 708343333 www.queen3-iheatre.co.uk 

BRIGHTON, Thralil BDyaJ Wad 19 JAN 

06448 71 7 650 wv¥w^irba5sadortirAeis,com,*brightoti 

DUNSTABLE, Grove Theatre Trill 20 JAN 

01 532602080 www.grovetheatr e,crM ik 

LICHFIELD 1 ., Gartiefc tttealre Fri 21 JAN 

01 54331 21 21 www. lichfieklganriQk.com 

retford, Majestic Theatre Sal n jaw 

01777706860 www.majestictheertre.eQ.uk 

PRESTON, Guild Hall 



0845 3 £4 201 2 



Sen 23 JAN 
www.pre9tcnguilcH19li.com 

SUNDERLAND, Empire Hod 24 JAN 

08448372499 www.5crKlerlBndempire.cfg.ck 

WIN DSFDRD, Lifestyle Centre Twe 2S JAN 

0160& S5Q70G iw^cheshiiT^5tar^r^$5ter-gcv,uk 

LLANDUDNO. Venue eyrrlfti Wed 2J6 JAN 

01 492372000 www.venuecymrui.co.ck 

The 27 JAN 
www.livefpoolempire.org.uk 

M 2$ JW 

www.^heffi eldcityhall.co.uk 



LIVERPOOL. Empire 

0044 847 2625 

SHEFFIELD, City Hall 
011 ■12789704 
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TJME «ff 




circuso 
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'AflNENG: Tlie Ctas of Horrors contains » nudity & laaguaje of an at 



suitable for children, sissies or chavs. Ttiis show contains nuts! 



STDKE. Victoria Hall Sal 29 JAN 

03 44 371 701 5 wv/w.amb a &sa d rftc ke t g. opm/Vi Dtori a- Hal I 

HER EFDR D, Courtyard Theatre Sen 3fl JAN 

1 4 32 34 065 5 w w w.e U rty a rd.org. u k 

SOUTHEND, Palace Th&abe Tee 1 FEB 

01 7023511 35 www.theclrff5pavsli00.co.uk 

STREET. Strode theatre Wed 2 FEB 

01 4&B442846 www.strodelheatre.co.uk 

CARDIFF. New Theatre Thu 3, Fri 4. Sat 5 FEB 

02920873889 www.newtheetrecardiff.co.uk 

ROTH ERHAM, Ciric 'Ifuatre MOD 7 FEB 

01 7 09 323€21 wwwTalherham.gQY.uk/theatnra 

BIRMINGHAM . Alexandra Theatre Tee S FEB 

0S44fi472293 www.alexandratrieatre.org.uk 

OX.FQRD. Mew Theatre Wed 9 FEB 

0344 £47 1535 www.oewtheaSreoxlord.org.uk 

BURN LEY, Mechanics. The 10 FEB 

01 23 266*1400 www.bumleymechanic-5.c0.uk 

DUMFRIES. DC One fri 11 FEB 

D1 337 243 55D www.dgcommunrty.nel 

HALIFAX, Victoria theatre Sal. 1 2 FIB 

01 4223511 53 www.victorialheatre.CD.uk 

WHITLEY BAY, The Playhouse Sun 1 3 FEB 

03442772771 wvAV.playhou&ewhrlleybay.co.uk 



A VALENTINES DAY MASSACRE 

ABERDEEN;- Music Hall Mon 1 4 FEB 

01 224 641 1 22 www.baxoflllraafoerdemcom 

KILMARNOCK, The Palace Wed 1 6 FEB 

01 563554900 www.eaist-a.yrshiria-.gotf.uk/ 
eams er/theaira/progfammc^sp 



PAl KIRK town Hall 

D1324 soea-5C 



lhu 17 FtU 

www-fal kirk. g Ov.uk/CjHurail 

GLENROTHES, Rothes Nolls Fri 1 8 FIB 

01 5 92 til 1 1 01 www.f ifedirecto rg.u k/attMe 

DUNDEE. Whitehall Theatre Sat 19 FEB 

8717 02 9 488 www.wlnitehaHdtinr3aa.co.uk 

GREENOCK, Arts GulM Theatre Sun 20 FEB 

01 475 723Q3S www.arlsauildt hsatr a.eo.uk 

EDINBURGH, Playhouse Theatre Mon 21 

0644 S47 1 66 www.gi3inburghplayhous9.org.u k 

SCARBOROUGH, Futurist Theatre Wed 23 FEB 

01723 3657 B2 www.luturisLthBatre.CD.uk 



SKfcGN 

0^34567 




fcmaassy Theatre lhu 24 FIB 

505 www.embassythB atr e.co.u k 



80LTON, Albert Halls 

D1 204 334400 



Fri 25 FEB 

www.EilbGTthalls-bGlton.cG.uk 



DARLINGTON, Ewk Theatre Sat 26 FEB 

01 ££5436555 www.darlin9rton,flOtf.uk/Cultyre/aits 

BLACKPOOL Grand Theatre Sun 27 FEB 

31255 2301 90 www.blackjDOQ lqr arid.CD.u k 

MANCHESTER, Palace Theatre Mon 2B FEB 

3B4 4 647 2 4 34 wrww.manchssliarpala«.orqiUk. 

NEW BRIGHTON, Floral Pavilion Theatre Tue 1 MAR 

01 51 066 OOOu www.floralpa.vi llori.com 



BRECON, Trteatr Bryciieiniag Wed 2 MAR 

01 874 61 1 622 www. bryChairtiog.CD.uk 

SWANSEA, Grand Theatre Thu 3 MAR 

01 732 47571 5 www,swaiisea.fla¥.uk 

CHELTENHAM, Town Hall Fri 4 MAR 

0844 576 221 wwwxhejtenhani townhalLor g . uk 

TORQfUAYPflncess Theatre Sat S MAR 

0S44 847 231 5 www, pr1ncesstriaatre.ora.uk 

BOURNEMOUTH, Pavilion Sun 6 MAR 

0844 576 3000 wWW.blc.CO.uk 

New WIMBL F»OH Theatre Won 7 MAR 

3 844 871 76 4 6 wwmambassadortlcksts.com 

CHELMESFORDjCrvIc Theatre Tue 8 MAR 

01245 60 8505 www.chalmesfofd.flov.uk 



WORTHING, Pavilion 

31903 205206 



Wed 9 MAR 

www.wortl1in9fthreatros.eo.uk 

HORSHAM, Capital Theatre Thu 10 MAR 

01 403 75 02. 20 www.tiigcaprtQlhorsriarTi.com 



FOLKESTONE, Leas Cliff Hail 

G84i S47 177S 



Fri 1 1 MAR 

www.leasclrffliall.co.uk 



MARGATE, Winter Gardens Sat 1 2 MAR 

01 8 43 2961 1 1 www.inar 9atew1nterflattieris.co.uk 

SHIINOON. iVyvem Theatre Sun 13 MAfl 

01 7S3 524 4B1 www.w^v^fTitiieaftPe.orfl.uk 

GLASGOW, King's Theatre Mon 14 MAR 

0644 671 7648 wtwj^ml^^di^k^.enin^g^-T iiij^re 

HARLOW, Playhouse wed 1 6 & Thu 17 MAR 

01273431945 www.piaytiouseharlow.eom 

Fri 18 MAR 



IPSWICH, Plsyhwse 

31 4/3 £331 ac- 



wwwipswichreflent.com 



CLACTON, Princes Ttieatre 

01255 6&6&33 



www. 



Sat 19 MAR 

liue.co.uk 
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TEL: 01832 20021 1 MOB: 076*91 69 29 2& 

ALL ASPECTS OF TATTOOING OUT OF HOURS APPOINTMENTS 

FREE DESIGN ON CUSTOM ARTWORK 

www.inbatattoos.com 
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bagged 'Best in Show 1 , and the guys 
at No Regrets also picked up prises 
for 'Old/New School' , ' Small Black/ 
Grey 1 and 'Small Colour', while the 
impressive Alicia Keyes tattoo nabbed 
'Most Realistic 1 . 7 Star Tattoo, Indigo, 
Bodyshock, Spear Studio and Kustom 
Kulture were also among the winners at 
this year's competition, though co-host, 
Rod, just missed out on the 'Fastest 
Gun 1 top prize (which went to Colin 
from Plymouth's Body shock), and is 
apparently already practicing for next 
year's face-off. 

By the end of the Sunday 
shenanigans, I had lost count of how 
many tattoos I'd witnessed being done 
and how many of the finished products 
I'd glimpsed during the past day and 
a half . As I patrolled the aisles for one 
final time, the buzz of the needles, the 
droplets of blood and the grotesque 




AND THE AWABD FOR THE: 





TTOO GOES TO... 



and I was most certainly beginning to 
comprehend the artistry behind the 
tattoo and respect for the tattoo culture 
These guys aren't so scary, and who 
knows, maybe next year 1 might even 



horrors staring back at me from the legs, brave it and get a 'Briefcase Wanker' all 
arms, bellies and backs of the customers j of my own, 




no longer made me feel light-headed 
and queasy. As I bid my farewells 
and made my way to the exit, I was 
definitely beginning to see the appeal 



Halloween Tattoo Bash will be back 
next year on 29/30th October at Newton 
Abbot Racecourse, Devon. 
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TATTOO 



TATTOO €r PIERCING 










wwwjicscreenprinting.co.uJi: 

info@mcscreenprinting.co.uk 

01509 881776 
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10am-6pm Mon-Sat 

(7pm Thurs) 
12am-5pm Sun 

020 8840 T717 
26 High Street 



* Custom designs by you or our artists 

* Portraits 

* Black and grey or full colour 

* Cover ups, cover an old Tattoo 

* Touch ups, enhance a faded/ 
damaged or old tattoo 

* Full consultation and advice with no 
obligation! 

* Appointments or walk-ins, 

* A range of different styles including 

Traditional, Retro, Tribal, Celtic, Maori, 
Japanese and many more! 



TATTOO O PIERCING 



10am-7pm Mon-Sat 




020 8560 8957 

^■^^^^^W VM^B^VW^B ^^^^^^B> ^^^B^PB ^^^H^B* ^B^B^^^B ^BVHHBI BB^^^B 

122 HigH Street 
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WIENAND * WWW.SIDEVIEW-INN.DF 
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The worldot tattoo artist HectrU Pick is 



j n ^^mttar k at home an 



ann ii n8 

but it j«= rpftain thathe is a 



orneoort re alty is 



DUl IL lb LCI um - " - — 

^k, mi ideas, concepts anddesi 



ns. 





Conspiracy Inc. 

Schleppegrellsgade 7 

2200 Copenhagen N 

Denmark 



www. electricpick. com 
electricpick. blogspot. com 



he fact that Pick would 
be an artist some day 
was engrained into 
him from birth. Born in 
the Chinatown area of 
Paris, the son of a British 
actress and a French 
pianist, he undoubtedly 
received the good artist genes. Pick was 
two years old when his parents divorced 
and like many others, they had shared 
custody. His mother moved to Montreal 
and his father stayed in Paris, so Pick 
was shipped from Canada to France and 
back pretty much every year. 
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That could go a long way in 
explaining his urge to constantly travel 
around the globe. For example, while 
answering these interview questions, 
Pick was on a freighter in the middle 
of nowhere between New York and 
Copenhagen. Copenhagen is where 
he spends most of his time as a part 
of Conspiracy Inc - it's fundamentally 
became his base - but he spends almost 
as much time in Hong Kong too. El Pick 
is something of a globetrotter and fond 
of taking his skills to far-flung shores, so 
it's time to find out what he's all about. . . 
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TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOUR 
BACKGROUND, PLEASE. HOW DID IT 
ALL START? 

I guess every kid draws when they're 



ripping out the 'tattoo shop" pages 
from a phone booth book. The very 
next day I was hunting down shops | 
and secretly checking out the work on j 
the walls. I made it home after a full 
day of investigation and started right 
away on my very own first set of flash. 
1 remember wanting to do as much as 

possible and returning a few days later RAlGTORY! 6 DAYS 

to one of the biggest shops in town 
with a set of 50 sheets. The owner took 
a good look at all of them, bought them 
ail (to my happy surprise) and then 
followed by offering me a job. I didn't 




SAME DAY 






TATTOO 
EE WITH 15 




3H 





OF CRAP. 



and a shitload of crap. I worked there 
know what to say and was always open for a full summer, making more money 



to try new things so I said "Sure, why 
not? " I had a one-hour apprenticeship 
and started work that same day in 



than I had ever made in all of my life. 
After that summer was over (with a lot 
of trouble), I made it out of that tattoo 



Montreal's biggest tattoo factory: 6 days \ factory and back to Europe - 1 missed 
a week with 15 other 'tattooers', 3 floors I it too much - and started going on theO 
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WAS 




FOR 




TO TATTOO 






NO ONE WOULD 

GO FOR 






TATTOOING 




TO 




EtTAIN WAY, 



road with my new trade, I hooked up 
with an old crazy guy called Waldy in 
Vienna that same year, and as much as I 
think that guy is crazy, he's the one who 
forced me to work only freehand and 
that's where I discovered that tattooing 
was actually just another medium and 
that my illustration background could 
be completely compatible ! And that's 
when I started tattooing only my shit 
— it wasn't very popular at the time! 
Lots of people would tell me that it was 
impossible for me to tattoo my original 
work on people, that no one would go 
for my silly doodles and that tattooing 
had to be done a certain way, that I had 
to copy the flash and that was the only 
way 1 was and am still very hardheaded 
so I resisted and well.. J guess I proved 
them wrong in the end. 



WHAT MADE YOU WANT TO BECOME 
AN ARTIST? HOW DID FT TURN OUT 
THAT YOU FINALLY BECAME ONE? 

Well t I guess you just always are an 
artist. You don't become one, It f s 
just a way to see things and having 
confidence to show it to others. I don't 
believe in talent. I think anyone can do 
anything it all depends on the passion 
and dedication. But I think some people 
have stuff to say and others don't, some 
people choose to say it in words, images 
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or music, and others don't. I guess I 
always liked images, and had and still 
have my own to share. 



about colours, shapes and how you see 
them, I would have to say that the big 
tilings that pushed me in my artistic life 



The big click though was for me from were underground comics of the "70s 



comics . I love comics and still hold on 
to the dieam of one day being able to 
publish my own and being able to live 



(Crumb et al) f constructivism, new wave 
Russian art, industrialisation, Bauhaus 
etc. I also have two names of artists 



from it. I just think it's the best medium who have never stopped inspiring 



out there. I consider myself being an 
illustrator way before being a tattoo 
artist and since I always drew, and 
never quit getting illustration gigs. I 
always kept working on my illustration. 
I think, as much as tattooing is way 
more limited of a medium compared 
to illustration, it still helped shape my 
work on paper and canvas over the 
years. I draw the way I draw today a 
bit because of tattooing and I tattoo 
the way I do today because of my 
illustration work. 



me: Ashley Wood, and my personal 
favourite, Mr. Rockin' Jelly Bean, the 
god of illustration. I could really name a 
lot but those have to be the top. 



WHAT DOES INSPIRE YOU? 

Inspiration, I think, comes from your 
personal vision of a dirty mix of 
everything you see. I could fill a whole 
book with names of people who have 
inspired me along the way, from other 
illustrators to architects, from graphic 
designers to photographers. It's all just 



WHAT IS THE MAIM DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN DRAWING/ILLUSTRATING 
AND TATTOOING? 

Well, you might get the wrong 
impression from this and I really 
don't want you to because I do love 
tattooing. . . I would say that the 
difference between illustration and 
tattooing is that a canvas doesn't tell 
you what it wants to get painted on, it's 
available whenever you want to work 



INSPIRATION, 
THINK, COMES 

FROM TOUR 




v 



on it : it takes m the colour exactly like you PERSON All VISION 



m 



r 



apply it, it never moves while you paint 
on it, it doesn't have a good or bad pain 



OF 




DIRTY MIX 



< 



tolerance, it doesn't need to heal, can't be OF Tl V l!B VI' rfW Wltf fw 



careless and get sunburnt, never cancels 
appointments, doesn't bleed and force O 



YOU 






i 




WHO IS 



6, 




JELLY BEAN? 

The God of Illustration? 
Damn right. Based in Japan, 
Rockin' Jelly Bonn is known 
far sporting Mexican wrestling 
masks at public appearances 

and having a girl or two 

by hjs side. Along with his 
illustrations, RJB also creates 
vinyl toy and t-shirt designs 

His art can be found on fliers, 
posters, magazine and album 
covers throughout Japan. Over 
here at Skin Deep - we love the 
guy - gotta love that sixties- 
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TRAVELLING IS ONE OF 




ONLY TRUE 




I KNOW 






3H H I 






KENT PEOPLE 
ACT ACROSS 









you to be very clean and aware of the 
basics of cross-contamination and your 
environment ! However, a canvas does 
not always help you pay the bills in time 
and is not permanently part of someone's 
physical life for as long as their actual 
life. It's a very interesting medium to say 
the least and I love it ! However, it is very 
limited artistically and that's why I plan 
to, not stop tattooing completely, but 
slow down and eventually stop doing it 
commercially in the next few years. 



YOU ARE TRAVELLING RESTLESSLY 
AROUND THE WORLD. WHAT IS THE 
GREAT THING ABOUT THAT? 

Travelling is one of the only true things 
I know in life: getting lost in far-away 
places, seeing how different people live, 
think and act across our little planet, and 
seeing what people across the world 
have come up with and built. I love 
cities ; I always grew up in them and 
loved to see them all. 

The stuff that you see around you 
instantly gets processed in your head, 
becomes the way you are and see things 
changes the way you paint and draw, ft 
gives you new ideas immediately, but it 
also changes you forever and becomes a 
new filter for all your other images to go 



m 



5> 

V 





good and bad everywhere and 
Copenhagen has its fair share of both. 
I guess I've stayed here in Denmark so 



through and it just makes your work much long more because of the friends I've 



more mature over time. Yes, it's all about 
the art for me. I know. I'm obsessed! 



IS THERE A PLACE YOU CALL HOME, 
WHERE YOU LIKE IT BEST? 

Right now and for the last almost 3 
years P it's been Copenhagen, There's 



made here more than the actual town. I 
still try to travel around as much as I can 
but for the last 3 years I've always come 
back to Copenhagen as my base, But I 
won't be here forever! No official plans 
yet but you can bet I'll be on the move 
again in a few years for a new home, 
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Sean Dowde 



Micro Dermal Ancnor 



Tapered front for easier insertion 
contoured sides promote healing 
and reduce rejection. 
Made from Ti 6AL 4V ELL 
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Magnetic 
Micro Dermal Dangles 

Available in fine piercing shops worldwide 

Magnetic heads break away 
when pulled on to ensure 

no trauma to the piercing. 

Heads are Ti 6 AL 4V ELI . 












Wholesale only, 
for pricing or catalogues, 



visit: 

WWWN4EIAIJvIAFIA.COM 

FH +12122794655 

EOC+l 2122394653 
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Body Piercing, 
Cover-up Specialist. 






Road. Utt 





Ro 



rough 





www. b orderrosetattoo.co.uk ® 
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Pete Hall 

2aGrcenbatt Alnwick NE661TS 

Open: 10am - 5.30pm Mon - Sat 

Tel: 07708 164709 
Email: in i o t f f1 e v i I n eed le.com 
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Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts. 
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WORDS- PAULA HARDY RANGE LOS 
PHOTOGRAPHS JOHN ANDERTON 
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John Anderton is a man well beyond his 26 yeais in terms of being 



great artist - 
we couldn't ignore 



and he's making some waves within the community that 



john anderton, Starting from the very beginning, 



NEMESLS TATTOO STUDIO, 

4 VANE TERRACE 



what drew you to tattoos? What was 
seaham it about them that you liked? What is 

your earliest tattoo memory? 

What I like about tattoos is that they are 



CO. DURHAM 
SR7 7AU 
TEL: 0191 SB111GQ 



email: johm anderton® totally awesome! My earliest memory is 



hotmajl.co.uk 
www.neme31statt00 .co .uk 



my friend's brother coming home from the 
army on leave and him going straight to 
the local studio to spend his wage. He got 
started filling his arms and got loads of 



closest studio but also because I didn't 
know the tattoos I was getting were 
not that good, instead 1 did the same as 
lot of other people do and thought, "Its 
i good. . , for a tattoo" which now annoys 
tattoos all in a short space of time. It was j me as the "for a tattoo" part is rubbish, 
all just flash but we thought it looked cool There are hundreds if not thousands 



as fuck. By the time we were 1 6 we had 



of tattoo artists creating images on the 



saved enough money to get some tattoos skin that could easily be mistaken for a 



of our own, I remember going into the 
shop and just going "Errrrrm. , . that one 
(that not so well thought out first tattoo 
is currently in the process being lazered 
off .) I did get other tattoos from the 
same studio, mainly because it was the 



photograph. 



1 1 



After that first, bad tattoo did you get 
more from the same place or did you 
try other shops? How and when did 
you realize that the work you were 



52 



www.skicdpep.cD.uk Issue* 193 





MM 



I 








0) 



3 

o 









getting wasn't of the best standard? 



helped or hindered you during those 




MY OWN 
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After those first tattoos I had more in a ! early days? 



bad tattoos. When Lee discovered that 
I had bought a machine, he definitely 



few different studios until I had some 
really bad ones from which scared 

l6 off getting tattooed for a while, I 
remember wondering how to tell which 
tattooists are good and which are bad, I 
didn't realise you could research artists 
and that people did actually travel to 
get decent work, but It wasn't until I 



After getting a few of these old tattoos j disapproved, "No. . . why have you 



sorted out (covered or reworked) I 
figured "I could do that," I just knew 
that I could do better than the early 
tattoo work I had collected. I am 



got tattoo stuff? You will damage 
your friend's skin and they will all 
get diseases and their arms will fall 
off" but when I showed him my first 



ashamed to say I started tattooing from j attempt (a nautical star on my own leg) 

m 
m 

home and that definitely hindered me. I j he paused and said, "Hmmm.. that's 
don't doubt that I would have gotten a j your first go?" 



started tattooing that I discovered just lot better a lot quicker if I had a proper 
how bad my own tattoos were, apprenticeship. Luckily, at this time, I 

was friends with Lee Carter (owner of 
What made you want to be a tattooer? | The Tattoo Jungle in Catterick) and it 
How did you get started and what 



After that he watched me progress a 
bit and about a month later, he offered 
me a job tattooing on the weekends. I 
was very lucky that a few bad tattoos 



was Lee who was covering up my own turned me onto my career path.© 
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I AM FORTUNATE 
OF GREAT 






R TRUST 




SOI 

ATTOOS 



TO DO 





I WANT TO DO. 





Who or what are your influences? 
Tattoos, art, books films, music? 

My main influence in tattooing is Bez 
(Triple Six Studios f Sunderland) I used 



Tyrrell and Paul Naylor for inspiration 
for a black and grey piece. I tend to take 



That kind of freedom definitely makes 

for better tattoos than when someone 



inspiration from people who are awesome j has very definite ideas, from the design 



at whatever style I am working in at the 



to look at his work and think "that is the time and approach the piece thinking to 



best tattoo I've ever seen, I wish I could 
do that . , . 11 1 would then start to improve 
and find myself tliinking that I was 
finally starting to catch up to him and 
then I would see a new piece and just 
think fuuuck . 

Yes I'm progressing but he is 
progressing twice as fast. 

I also love the work of Mike DeVries 
and Nikko Hurtado and they are both 
influential in my approach to colour 
realism. Similarly, I would look to Bob 



myself, "How would they do it?" 



Some artists like to work with clients 
that have a clear vision, some prefer 
lots of freedom, how do work best; do 



to the application to the ink, I don't 
really enjoy working that way 

I am fortunate that I have lots of great 
customers who honour me with their 
trust so I get to do the kind of tattoos 
that I want to do. 



you have a favourite kind of customer? Of the tattoos you've made so far, 



My favourite type of customers are the 
people who come in with a cool idea 



which are your favourites? 

Of the tattoos I've done so far, my 



and just say do whatever you want with favourites are a portrait of Gene 



it, that way we can bounce ideas off 



Simmons that I did while working in 



each other and this really helps us both Norway and the one I dLd today a colour 



to come up with an awesome tattoo. 



portrait of a young girl with brown hah. 
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I WORK ON IMPROVING ALL 






I PUSH MYSELF 




ANALYZING 



PHOTOS OF MY TATTOOS, I 




FOR ALL 

FOCUS ON 





MICTIONS AND 




do you push yourself, what steps studios and compare that to your own, j improve my tattooing because again 



do you take to improve your work? 

I work on improving all the time 
and I push myself by analyzing photos 
of my tattoos, I search for all the 



it also builds confidence, especially 
when you have to talk through a 
tattoo and the tattooing process with 
someone who speaks little or no 



you get to see how other tattoo artists 
work, I've learnt a lot by watching 
others tattoo. 



imperfections and focus on them. That f English. After working in Norway a 



way the next time I do a tattoo in the 
same style I am really aware of where 
things can go wrong so I don't make 
the same mistakes again. 



How important is traveling (and 
working at conventions) to your 
ongoing tattoo art practice? 
I think it is really important to travel 
because you get to see how different 
people work and how they run their 



few times I've even started to learn 
Norwegian to make it easier for me! 
As well as travelling, I often work 
conventions as they are important 
for getting your name out there and 
showing people what you can do, 
otherwise how will they know you 



Do you see your future self having 
large-scale coverage? Are the tattoos 
you have yourself different to the ones 
you make? 

The style of tattoos I would prefer 
to wear myself would be bright new 
school colour (In a few weeks time I'm 
getting tattooed by Mat Lapping) and 



even exist? You can advertise on social the style I currently prefer to tattoo 



network sites but there is nothing 
like seeing the work in the flesh. 
Conventions have also helped me 



in is a more realistic one but I've only 
been tattooing for three years so this 
could quite easily change in the future.© 
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TATTOOING JUST 





TATTOOISTS WONT 





JUST 



ANY WORK. 

WAY, 
TOP. 




I definitely see myself as a tattoo 
collector as well as a tattoo artist. I love 
the look of large-scale coverage and 
the only part of me that I don't plan to 
tattoo is my face. 



7//M ! 



Where da you see tattooing going 
in the future? What do you hope to 
achieve personally? 

In the future, I see tattooing just 
getting bigger and better until there 
are so many good artists that the bad 
tattooists won't get any work- The 
industry will self cleanse, in a way, the 



Finally, Who are your tattoo heroes? 

My biggest hero and the person that 
I need to thank the most is my fiancee, 
Sam. She has helped me so much with 
my career so far, I am so lucky to have 
her full support in everything I do, she 
is my best friend and I literally wouldn't 
be where I am now without her. I also 
need to thank Lee Carter for giving me 
that first chance, letting me work in his 
shop and getting me into the industry 
properly and Martin Robson for giving 
me a job when I thought I was going to 
have to quit tattooing after The Tattoo 




talent will just keep rising to the top. At \ Jungle closed. Especially as he didn't 
I least, that's what I would like to happen, \ even have enough work for himself."^ 
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we heard it calling from afar, but who would draw the 



straw that took them to the Holy land? Who could hand e he 
blistering heat and cope with excess all areas in the land of slot 

machines, Elvis and er, lobsters? When it came to the crunch, w 

simply sent out the big (Flaming) Guns: 



he Las Vegas Tattoo 
Convention was held 
in the Mandalay B ay - a 
towering Gold casino/ 
hotel behemoth at the 
top of the Vegas strip, 
with approximately 6000 
rooms 1 The convention was a little hard 
to find, all the directions led us round 
the casinos and finally past the eleven 
acre tropical white sandy beach that was 
situated at the heart of the hotel, to the 
'biggest tattoo show on earth' presented 
by Mario Barth, also the owner of 'King 
Ink' in the Mirage hotel and 'Starlight 
Tattoo' in Mandalay Bay hotel. 

As we walked through the beautifully 
carved doors into the 'show' it was 
very quiet - no music, entertainment or 
even a carpet, it was like a warehouse 
and the show barely covered half the 
available floor space - it later took about 



an hour for most of the j 
tattooists to arrive once 
the doors had opened, 
but it was a friendly 
show, we managed 
to find some English 
locals in the shape of 
Marc and Tanya from Skin Sorcerer in 
Maldon and after a natter and a picture 
we went off to find some Vegas locals I 
There was a good amount of art with 
a Mexican influence here including Rob 
from 'Sugar skull art' who started making 
these beautiful skulls from sugar when 
his mother unfortunately passed away 
- the largest one was approximately 
35 pounds of sugar! We also found 
'Calavera' from Venice beach with their 
quirky colourful ceramic skulls. 

We couldn't help but notice 'Da Van' 
and Ms biggest tattoo machine in the 
world! A quiet guy with a big gun! It 
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was so noisy, a true jack-hainmer when 
running ! I only just managed to handle 
the smaller machine. 

The pinnacle of the show for us was 
meeting 'Crazy Philadelphia Eddie 1 
what a loveable rogue - he had a voice 
like he's been gargling concrete, he 
was selling his book, which he signed 
for me, I also got a pat on the bum and 
called 'toots'... 

And from that I bumped into Mario 
Barth himself I He looked a little stressed, 
not really surprising considering the 
amount of work that must go into 
running these events and the evidence 
of a recession was very visible in and 
around Vegas. But he was a gentleman 



and gave us the time for a snap and 
wished us a good trip. 

Wandering around there were a good 
selection of traditional hand pushed 
tattooists working hard , we spotted a 
trophy of best of day on the Friday the 
winner was Kirstexn Chjrco from 'One 
Flesh 1 who tattooed a lighthouse on a 
gentleman called Tony's ribs. 

Christina had some beautiful work 
by Troy from RRR tattoo in C alif ornia, 
Sporting had a tiger leg sleeve and a 
phoenix on her head, Christina decided 
on getting her head tattooed when she 
lost her hair while battling cancer, she 
has fully recovered and proudly shows 
her tattoo and achievements of survival S> 




tasut: 1133 www.skindecp.co.uk 
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TONY BY KTRSTEN CHJRCO FROMGNE FLESH, 

BEST OF FRIDAY TROPHY WINNER 
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We were also fortunate enough to meet 
Jennifer and David Jarrett, a married 
couple who are both covered in some 
breath taking ink from Jesse Smith in 
Virginia "He started it I " was Jennifer's 
statement on how they decided to go for 
such an extensive coverage of tattoos . 

Overall the tattoo show had a 
wonderful selection of art and sculpture, 
and we met some great tattoo collectors 



and tattooists, putting the show on was 
brave of Mario Earth with the recession 
hitting that part of America so hard. It 
wasn't the biggest tattoo show on earth, 
but it was a friendly one. 

Special thanks to Julie and Kai from 
Flaming Gun in Colchester for taking the 
time out to cover the show for us . Wot 
quite a dirty job that somebody had to do 
by the sounds of it, . . 
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'1 imothy J Slack at Living Ink lattoo Studs 

Specialises in realism and portraits, freehand wor 
c-tiver-ups. rework of old tattoos, custom artwork 





W£ akc > do piercing. 

■CWtNCXD TATTOO ARTIST ALSO 




I i-ase call On^ 200-4 
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01942 726966 

www, fleckystattoosxo.uk 




27 High St. 
Golborne, 
Greater, 

Manchester. 

WA3 SAX 






convmriori 




Om 100 ARTISTS ♦ UVt HUSK 



mem 



28th & 29th MAY 2011 



www.bouRn^ouTtiTATTooconv^nTion.con 
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Trader Enquiries: traders^boumemouthtattoocon vention.com 




Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts. 
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WHETHER YOU'RE LOOKING FOR AN ADDITIONAL ARTIST FOR YOUR 
STUDIO, A HOUSE MANAGER OR ARE SELLING AN ESTABLISHED 
BUSINESS LOCK, STOCK AND TWO SMOKING BARRELS, THESE FREE 
STREAMLINED CLASSIFIEDS OUGHT TO GET THE BALL ROLLING. 
SEND YOUR NEEDS TO THE OLD SCHOOL, HIGHER KINNERTON, 
CHESTER, CH4 9A J OR EMAIL THEM INTO: EDrrOR@SKINDEEP.CO.UK 



All details correct at time of going to press. Adverts cannot be taken over 
the phone. Please include your full studio details even if they are not to 
accompany the wording. 



TATTOO STUDIO FOR SALE. 

East Yorkshire town, prime main 
street location. 750sq ft with 
renewable lease. Established since 
1995, large work room with two tattoo 
stations and one piercing station, 
large public area with reception desk 
and thousands of the latest designs. 
Storeroom, kitchen, toilet - very clean, 
sterile and licenced. Good clientele, 
plenty of repeat trade and trade from 
surrounding towns and villages due 
to a good reputation. Includes all 
equipment, new steriliser, C CT V (4 
cams), live web cam, compute! with 
thousands of designs on discs. Good 
website www.eternalimages.co .uk. 
Telephone: 01405 766691 or email 
billvf _et ernalimages@hotmail. com 
for details 



STUDIO FOR SALE: 

Long established, fully refurbished 
tattoo studio for sale in busy High 
Street, Upminster, Essex, Less than 
10 minutes from the train station, 
Large reception area and ample 
parking. Selling due to re-location to 
bigger premises. Studio is suitable 
for 3-4 tattooists. Quick sale, offers 
over £6000. Email PriZeMaN at 
eternal-art@hotmail.co.uk or call 
01245 355166 



TATTOO I ST WANTED: 

Kings Cross Tattoo Parlour is 
looking for a full-time experienced 
tattoo artist to be part of our team. 
Need to have at least 3 years of 
studio experience with portif olio 
and own clientele . To apply please 
send your portfolio to kxtp@hotmail 
co.uk or call us at 02078374634 for 
more details. 



JOB WANTED 

My name is Toni-Lou, I'm 26, female, 
from the UK I've been tattooing since 
2003 r the past three years in Australia. 
My visa is running out at the end of 
the year and I'm keen to move onto 
America, Canada or back to Eur ope 
in 201 1 . 1 love working within B&G 
realism, animal portraits and American 
neo-traditional but consider myself a 
competent, clean all-rounder. My online 
portfolio can be viewed at; www. 
face]XKjk,corn/tlou.tattooer, Please let 
me know if your studio has a spot for 
me ! Send the details of what you have 
available through the facebook account 
or t-lou-tattoo@hotmail.com. Thanks for 
your time, hope to hear from you soon! 



TATTOO! ST WANTED: 

Looking for a reliable, hardworking 
and honest artist to join our 
established studio in west yorkshire. 
The right person must have a strong 



PROFESSIONAL 

BODY PIERCER WANTED! 

Due to ejfpansion we are now ready for 

a full time piercer / body modifier. Must 
be of age, reliable, great customer skills. 



varied portfolio, good drawing ability honest and hard working, trustworthy 

and great people skills. The usual no and loyal, great sense of humour to 

drinfo'drug/attitude problems apply. work with a very tight professional 

This position is to start asap and is team, wo are looking forward to having 

initially on a temporary basis with a a new member of the team, if you think 

view to becoming permanent. If you this is you please ring 01 21 2332331 

think you can bring something to our or pop in 66 Dalton Street, City Centre, 



team then please e-mail your details 

and portfolio to 

tattoo j obwy @y ahoo . co.uk 



Birinmgliam B4 TLX. 



TATTOO 1ST WANTED: 

No Regrets in Cheltenham are 
looking for a new apprentice to join 
their multi award winning team. 
Applicants must have a excellent 
portfolio and attitude as well as 



GREAT OPPORTUNITY 

Tattoo business for sale due to ul 
health. Located in Southend On Sea 
close to town centre and seafront, 
ongoing lease, established for 10 
years with good customer base. 
Great potential for expansion, must 
be seen. Call 07763426475 for more 



good customer skills. We are looking I details. 

for something exceptional so if you 
think that might be you then please 
send a portfolio and your details to 
benJakm@hQtmaiLco.iik. ! 
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Events Listings Forum 

Studio Directory 
Photography Profiles 
Reviews Artists Advice 

Features News 
Video and so much more 









www.bigtattooplanet.com 



Release: StoreMags & Fantamag 





World Class Tattooing 

by Nigel Kurt & Jo Pink 





Fun House Tattoos 
140 Sheffield Road 

Barnsley, S Yorks 

S70 1JH 

Tel: 01226779595 




Van Schaicks Tattoo and Piercing Studio 




TATTOOING 

CUSTOM FHOAND - GOTHVS • COSMETIC* TWUmOfUL 

• T81IAL - CEUIC - JKPIhESE 

BODY PIERCING 

Ml BODY NEKKGS LFNDERTAREM 



FIOCIWS STUETCHED * WJEWIifH 



BODY MODIFICATION 

■PUNTS • BRANDING • SCARIFICATION 



APPOINTMENTS INI HSU VISITS A*IUBU 

DRINKS AND SNACKS 



OPEN MON-SAT 10AM - 6PM • WED-THUR 10AM - 10PM OPEN BANK HOLIDAYS 
TEL: 0114 2494 395 • 1 WADS LEY LANE, HILLB0R0USH, SHEFFIELD. S6 4EA 

ALSO AT 131 440A Firth Park Rd, Sheffield, S5 6HH Ttl: 01 14 244 2272 
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ARTISTS 

ROY PRIESTLEY & PAUL PRI E SUE Y 
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SKINSHOK2 

11 TOWNGATE WYKE BRADFORD TEL: 01274 676914 




Provide cover for Tattootsts and Body 
Piercers in the UK and Ireland for: 

* Public and Employees Liability 

• Shop Cover 

^-Treatment Risk Cover W 
• Convention and Work Away Cover 
• Autoclave Pressure Testing 
• Tattoo Removal By Laser 

Contact Carl now 
on 01 604 61 5427 or 

Email carl, tero@insurance-world.co.uk 

or check out the website 

www.tat2insure.co.uk 

fax 01604 615407 or post to 

I NSU RAN C EWORLD 

11 Billing Road, Northampton NN1 5AW 



Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts 
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SPECIALTY PRODUCTS FOR THE PROFESSIONAL TATTOO ARTIS 
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The Lightest and Most Compact Arm Rest Ever! 
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Quality Construction 

Light Weight...3 lbs £^^^^ 

Fits In A Backpack I 
Extends To 3 1/2 Feet High 

Compact... Overall Length 1 8 Inches 

Travel Bag Included 

Easy Assembly and Disassembly 

Comfortable, Portable, and Conveni 



Brought to you by the makers of Stencil Stuff 
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1 00% Biker 

A Custom Bike Magazine Custom Built For Bikers 

Call: 01778 392084 



Paranormal 

Exploring The World Of Hie Unexplained 

Call: 01778 392468 



VW Camper & Commercial 

Home 1$ Where You Park It! 

Call: 01778 392472 



Skin Deep 

The UK's Best Selling Tattoo Magazine 

Call: 01778 392086 
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Skin Shots 

Tattoo Art From Around The World 

Call: 01778 392035 




Trike Magazine 

A Trike Magazine Built ForTrikers 

Call: 01778 392474 
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DeaukrU Dining ~M 
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Concept Fot Living 

The North's Best Selling Home & Garden Magazine 

Call: 01778 392467 




Tattoo Master 

The Best Tattoo Industry Magazine 

Call: 01778 392473 
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Tattoo Freeze 15-16 January www, tattoo freeze.com 
Camper jam 8-10 July www.camperjam.com 

Tattoo lam 5-7 August www4attoojam.co.uk 
To purchase your tickets call: 01244 663400 ext 220 





FREE GIFT CARD with every gift subscription 

The gift card will be sent to the bill payer 




attoo Bible Ihe 100 Greatest rnutu^i 

Comprehensive Guide to Tattooing of the Paranormal 

Available Now Available to prc-order 

Only £9.99 On sale 1 9 th Nov. Only £9.99 

Call: 01778 392086 Call: 01778 392468 



Order online now at www^azzpublishm^ 

Release: StoreMags & Fantamag. Magazines for All 



I N AT T HEDEEPEND 




DIANA VREELAND 



in the last two decades the number of people willing to mod.fy 
heir bod ies through tattooing has sharply risen, bo h m number 
and in visibility. Tattoo imagery is seen everywhere, from couture 
fashion to coffee mugs. 






ome have dismissed this 
enormous popularity as 
fashion whimsy, a mere 
trend that will be sorely 
regretted when the sea of 
style changes. But the variety 



function. The need for expression 
outweighs practicality. We even like to 
reappropriate the functional, turning 
jeans and other work trousers into 
fashion choices . 

But adornment and fashion are not 



of toe people bitten by the tattooing bug the same thing. Fashion's very nature 



is immense. It's no longer a sub cultural 
practice, but rather an art of the people. 
Of course, this popularity means that 
the aesthetics of tattooing have been 
Paula Hardy Kangelos hijacked, Jean Paul Gaultier has been 

working with tattoo iconography for 
years and the current Chanel advertising 
campaign features models that appear 
to have been tattooed with the fashion 
house's logo, you can even buy these 
temporary tattoos for yourself. 

Tattoo imagery utilized outside 
of tattooing can feel problematic, 
enthusiasts and artists know that dermal 
art clearly cannot be compared to hot 
pants or an asymmetrical haircut but 
despite many differences fashion and 
tattooing do share common ground. 

On the surface tattooing is very much 
like fashion, it is, after all, a set of signs 
and codes for the like-minded viewer to 
assimilate and digest. A tattoo fan may 
well recognise the work of a respected 
tattooist in much the same way that a 
high fashion fanatic will identify a pair of 
Prada loafers. 

But adorning our bodies is opposites 
in action; it allows us to assert 
our difference and to illustrate our 
individuality, in the same way that 
school children modify their uniforms , 
tattoo fans alter our skins . We do it to 
stand up and state that we are no like 
everyone else. But tattoos are not just 
about individuality ; they also allow us to 
demonstrate our sense of belonging to 
an alternative culture. 

Humans wear clothes to satisfy our 
basic needs, protection, comfort and 
hygiene. But clothing can also aid 
our emotional needs, communication, 
expression and identification and tattoos 
can operate similarly, 

By wearing high heels, or choosing 
a hairstyle that partially obscures 
our vision, we choose form over 



is to be ever changing, it's a race to 
possess the next big thing. The signs 
displayed in fashion are arbitrary and 
here is the essential difference, tattoos 
can have personal meaning and can be 



the fashion merry go round. What was 
once haute couture (made to measure, 
one off pieces created for certain 
person) has descended to a brand name 
culture. Is tattooing the new bespoke? 
There is no denying the appeal of the 
custom tattoo. 

Other forms of body modification 
are also on the rise, dieting, rigorous 
exercise programs, cosmetic dentistry 
and plastic surgery. But all these 
modifications serve to make us look 



full of emotional content, yet everything more alike, they tell us to aspire to an 



in fashion signifies the same things - 1 
am fashionable, I am current, up to the 



ideal, to be the perfect normal 

Celebrities have become increasingly 



minute and constantly evolving, I am not homogenous as they succumb to the 



static, I am going somewhere. 

So how can anything permanent 
be seen as fashion? Fashion is a 
tool used by the upwardly mobile to 
track their movement through time 
and social status. Perhaps being a 
tattooed person indicates a stubborn 
opposition, an attempt to resist the 
change. To be tattooed is to be happy 



idea of false beauty. Tattoos have 
not been immune, some smaller, 
generic tattoos, like stars, or Cheryl 
Cole inspired hand tattoos have been 
subsumed by fashion, perhaps precisely 
because their mass-produced nature 
leaves little trace of the individual, 

A more extreme example of tattooing 
can be seen in male celebrities, boy 



with yourself , to be responsible for your band stars Robbie Williams and Shane 



choices. According to a book on fashion 
published more than three decades ago, 
people with tattoos are those that, "Feel at odds with the clean cut, standardised 



Lynch display enough coverage to be 
considered heavily tattooed, an image 



an exceptional need to preserve their 
individual and social identities and to 



boy next door look for which they were 
previously known., David Beckham, 



advertise, if only privately, the would-be perhaps the best-known footballer in 



permanence of their allegiances, values 
and beliefs". 

This is a fancy way to state a very 
old idea, that tattoos are jus for certain 
groups, the armed forces, incarcerated 
felons and ladies of the night. It's true 
that these people could well feel an 
exceptional need to preserve their 
individual identities, but so could many 
other people. The rise in the popularity 
of tattooing over the last decade (not 
just in small tattoos but in the number 
of people choosing to become heavily 
tattooed) could be seen as a symptom 
of an increase in the number of people 
who feel a desire to demonstrate their 



the world, often appears in mainstream 
media articles about tattoos. It cannot, 
be a coincidence that a man whose 
primary role is that of a team member 
feels the need to assert his difference. 

Tattooed people choose to provide 
themselves with a coherent self- 
identity, a self that is disembodied 
from the roller coasters of fashion and 
fame. We need not worry if others 
wear tattooed printed tights but 
instead can be content knowing that 
with our collections of permanent art 
we can consider ourselves outside 
of the shallow concerns of fashion, 
we need not fear getting old. We will 



individuality. As all high streets become always be beautiful, 
increasingly alike and celebrities look 
more and more similar, being tattooed j 
could provide not just a way to be 
different, but also a way of opting out of \ 



Fashion fades. Only style remains 
the same. 

Coco Chanel 



